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Welcome Address 
by the Conference Chairs

It is a great honour and pleasure to welcome you at the 2nd 
EMUNI HE&R 2009 – Euro-Mediterranean Conference of 
Higher Education and Research. Co-organised together with 
Compostela Group of Universities (CGU), the conference is a 
great opportunity to meet and discuss the important issues on 
Higher Education and Research in the Euro-Mediterranean. 
The meeting will feature three keynote addresses and two 
Panel Sessions. Forty five papers were accepted by authors 
coming from different institutions and networks in the Euro-
Mediterranean. 

The 2nd EMUNI HE&R brings together topics that will 
strengthen the process of internationalisation and harmoni-
sation in the field of Higher Education and Research in the 
Euro-Mediterranean region, this year with a special stress 
on Internationalisation and the role of University networks. 
University networks offer a modern way for universities to 
be present in the public and to assure the quality of Higher 
Education and competition of students and professors. They 
enable the mobility of students, professors and university staff, 
which bring together important multi-cultural experience and 
enables good practice to spread out in different cultural and 
political environments.

EMUNI and CGU are international networks themselves, 
consisting of a range of institutions covering different areas of 
research from all over Euro-Mediterranean area. Being global 
university systems gives networks certain position that can 
help each involved member to prosper from it, especially in 
the time, when globalisation is a fact also in higher education. 
Since globalisation might be seen as an opportunity rather 
than a threat to higher education, it is very important how 
effective and strategic universities manage to interact with the 
new global reality.  A key element in that interaction is the 
way a university is able to engage with networks. 

We are welcoming all the conference participants and authors 
of the papers. A warm welcome goes to our keynote speakers: 
Stefan Delplace, Secretary General EURASHE; Prof. Dr. Pavel 
Zgaga from University of Ljubljana and Prof. Dr. Charis Xir-
ouchakis from European Economic and Social Committee. We 
are also pleasured to host Mag. Peter Volasko from Ministry 



5

of Higher Education, Science and Technology of Republic of 
Slovenia, Mr. Dine Attallah from Union of Maghreb Countries 
and Mr. Ettore Deodato from European Commission, who will 
address the conference participants.  

Special thanks go to Slovenian Research Agency, which 
co-financed the conference and to everyone, who helped in 
organising the conference. 

We wish everybody a very successful Conference and a lot of 
pleasure moments during your stay in Portorož. 

Dr. Joseph Mifsud, EMUNI University, Conference Chair

Dr. Maurits van Rooijen, Compostela Group of Universities, 
Conference Chair 
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The Bologna Reform, a Response to Challenges,
Seen in a Regional and Global Context
 
Stefan Delplace
Secretary General EURASHE, Brussels, Belgium 
Friday, 25 September, 16.10 – 16.50

Stefan Delplace became the Secretary General of EURASHE 
(European Association of Institutions in Higher Education) in 
2004, which he represents in the Bologna Follow up Group 
and several of its working and coordination groups. 
He is also the representative of EURASHE in the ‘E4’ Group 
(with ENQA, EUA, ESU), which received mandates from the 
‘Bologna ministers’ to harmonise Quality Assurance through 
the creation of European Standards and Guidelines for Qual-
ity Assurance, and has been a member of various Advisory 
and Expert groups of the European Commission and of 
stakeholders organisations in higher education (Cooperation 
with Enterprises, Innovation, the construction of the Inte-
grated Lifelong Learning Programme, and the reform of the 
Jean Monnet programme).
Stefan is a graduate of the University of Ghent (Languages 
and Business studies), and spent some time teaching (in-
service training for companies, continuous education). He 
has run an international office of a University College for 
over 15 years, before specializing in policy towards and 
activities with partner countries of the E .U. (Tempus-Tacis 
& MEDA), and more recently in the implementation of the 
Bologna Process. 
He is presently involved, on behalf of EURASHE, in the Ad-
visory Boards of the Independent Assessment of the Bologna 
process, the Global dimension initiatives of the Bologna 
Process, the AHELO project of OECD, and the Assessment 
of the Education-Enterprise dialogue run by the European 
Commission.
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Education for a “Better World”: International 
Co-operation between Nationalism and 
Globalism

Prof. Dr. Pavel Zgaga
University of Ljubljana, Slovenia
Saturday, 26 September, 9.00 – 9.40

Pavel Zgaga is Professor of Philosophy of Education and 
Education Policy at the University of Ljubljana, Slovenia. He 
is a philosopher and sociologist by training with degrees (PhD 
in philosophy) from the University of Ljubljana. During the 
period of social and political transition he was State Secretary 
for Higher Education (1992 – 1999) and Minister of Educa-
tion (1999 – 2000). In 2001, after his return to academe, he 
co-founded the Centre for Educational Policy Studies (CEPS). 
He has held several research grants and directed a number 
of national and international projects on education policy 
and particularly on higher education topics. He has also led 
several national and international projects concerned with de-
velopment of higher education in the contemporary European 
context (particularly the Bologna Process) as well as with 
teacher education as a specific area of higher education. In 
these areas, he has been co-operating with relevant agencies 
of the European Commission and with several international 
organisations, e.g. the Council of Europe, UNESCO, OECD, 
World Bank, etc. He has been consultant or invited speaker at 
conferences and at universities in a number of countries. He 
has also engaged in the Bologna process, serving as general 
rapporteur (2001-2003), as a member of the Board of the 
Bologna Follow-up Group (2004-2005) and as the rapporteur 
of the BFUG Working Group on External Dimension of the 
Bologna Process (2006-2007). He is a co-founder and Board 
member of the TEPE Network (Teacher Education Policy in 
Europe; 2006). 
He is a member of the editorial boards for the Journal of 
Educational Policy, the Theory and Research in Education 
and the Education Inquiry as well as a member of the Interna-
tional Editorial Advisory Board for the journal Voprosy obra-
zovaniya (Educational issues; Moscow). In 2007, he received 
an honorary doctorate from University of Umeå, Sweden. He 
is an external member of the Board of the South East Euro-
pean University in Tetovo, FYROM.
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Intercultural Dialogue, Learning Environment 
and the Media

Prof. Dr. Charis Xirouchakis
Head of the Visits and Publications Unit, European Economic 
and Social Committee, Brussels, Belgium
Friday, 25 September, 15.30 – 16.10

After a first degree in law and economics at Athens I took a 
Masters (MA Econ) at the University of Manchester and a Drs 
(Doctorandus) at Amsterdam University, where I also worked 
as a lecturer. I only gave up my academic prospects for what I 
considered to be a major project: the negotiations for Greece’s 
accession to the EC during which I was fully involved. When 
these were brought to a positive end I pursued a brief bank-
ing career with Citibank and the European Investment Bank in 
Rome. 
My first European job was at the Council of the EU where 
I initially worked in the Private Office of the Secretary General. 
To follow negotiations amidst ministers and ambassadors and 
in close contact with the Commission allowed me to grasp the 
wide-ranging work done in Brussels for creating a pioneer-
ing model in collective governance. I subsequently undertook 
policy assignments in development aid, notably in sub-Sa-
haran Africa, and in research where I had the opportunity to 
get closer to my old friends - the academic world. But it was 
my next assignment in communication that gave me a key 
insight: by lecturing to varied audiences in different countries 
I came to realise the immense vacuum separating the work 
performed in Brussels from people’s perception of it. Be-
tween 2001 and 2007 I held visiting professor posts at the 
University of Tor Vergata (Roma III), the University of Riga 
and the School of Public Administration in Athens. As some 
readers may have guessed I feel something of an academic 
manqué.
Since September 2007 I am Head of Unit in the commu-
nication department at the European Economic and Social 
Committee (EESC).  The Committee is a EU consultative body 
made up of representatives of the various economic and social 
players in civil society, known collectively as organised civil 
society. Its main task is to advise the EU’s three major institu-
tions: Commission, Council and Parliament. In a Union of 27 
Members States (and counting) and 23 languages with all its 
many different cultures and players, the Union’s representa-
tive democracy needs to be complemented by participatory 
democracy, meaning a structured dialogue with civil society.
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The EESC is well placed to act as a bridge between the 
Union and civil society across Europe. Communicating on 
this dimension may contribute to improve EU’s public percep-
tion. The challenge is on!
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2nd EMUNI Conference on Higher 
Education and Research: 

Internationalisation and the Role of University 
Networks 

Portorož, Slovenia 
25 - 26 September 2009

	 Organised by	 Euro-Mediterranean University 
	 Co-organiser	 Compostela Group of Universities 

	Conference website	 www.he-r.emuni.si

	 Venue	 Congress Centre Bernardin, Ground Floor, Portorož, Slovenia

Friday, 25 September

Pre-Conference Programme 

	 Lecturer	 Prof. Dr. Nejat Erk, Çukurova University, Turkey
	 Title	 Strategic Management in Higher Education 

8.30 – 9.30 Seminar registration
9.30 – 10.00 Opening 

Welcome Address, Prof. Dr. Joseph Mifsud
10.00 – 11.00 Strategic Planning and Quality

Prof. Dr. Nejat Erk
11.00 – 11.30 Coffee Break 
11.30 – 13.00 Implementing Strategic Planning in Universities

Prof. Dr. Nejat Erk



11

Conference Programme   

13.00 – 15.00 Conference Registration
14.30 Opening of Network Fair

15.00 – 15.30 Opening of the Conference 
Welcome addresses
Prof Dr. Joseph Mifsud, EMUNI University
Prof. Dr. Maurits van Rooijen, Compostela Group of Universities
Mag. Peter Volasko, Ministry of Higher Education, Science and 
Technology
Dine Attallah, Union of Maghreb Countries
Ettore Deodato, European Commission 

15.30 – 16.10

16.10 – 16.50

Keynote Speaker:
Prof. Dr. Charis Xirouchakis, Head of Unit in the EESC
Intercultural Dialogue, Learning Environment and the Media
Keynote Speaker:
Stefan Delplace, EURASHE 
The Bologna Reform, a Response to Challenges, Seen in a 
Regional and Global Context 

16.50 – 17.20 Coffee Break
17.20 – 18.20
18.30 – 19.30

Sections 1A, 1B, 1C, 1D
Sections 2A, 2B, 2C, 2D

20.30 Dinner with Social Programme 



12

Saturday, 26 September

9.00 – 9.40 Keynote speaker: 
Prof. Dr. Pavel Zgaga, Ljubljana University
Education for a “Better World”: International Co-operation 
between Nationalism and Globalism

9.40 – 10.10 Coffee Break
10.10 – 11.10

11.20 – 12.30

Panel Session: Networking in a Global Environment
Chair: Ms. Laura Howard, VicePresident of CGU. University of 
Cádiz, Spain
Speakers: 
Ms. Beatriz Iglesias Seoane, Executive Secretary of the CGU
Tempus Projects: Networking Synergies in the MEDA Area 
Ms. Riitta Kataja, Member of STELLA Steering Committee. U. 
of Oulu, Finland
STELLA Programme: A Successful Initiative in Mobilities
Panel Session: Four Cases of Strategic Networking 
Opportunities
Chair: Prof. Dr. Maurits van Rooijen
Speakers: 
Mr. Placido Plaza, CIHEAM
Mediterrranean Institutional Network in Higher Education in 
the Field of Food and Agriculture
Prof. Dr. Francesco Paolo Rizzi, UNIMED
The Role of UNIMED for the Internationalisation of 
Universities of the Euro-Mediterranean Region
Mr. Ettore Deodato, European Commission
Thematic Networks in ERASMUS. From the Atolls to the 
Archipelagos
Dr. Vincenzo Costigliola, European Medical Association
The European Medical Association: Tomorrow’s Doctors

12.30 Closure
13.00 Excursion with Lunch
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Network Fair

Network Fair is an exhibition were different International 
Network have the opportunity to present themselves in a fair 
like style. 

	 Venue	 Congress Centre Bernardin, Ground Floor, Portorož, Slovenia

	 Opening	 Friday, 25 September at 14.30

	 Closure	 Saturday, 26 September at 12.30

Network fair will be open all the time during Conference 
Programme.
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Participating networks

Name Euromediterranean Jean Monnet Center of Excellence  
Abbreviations Euromed Jean Monnet   

Address University of Salento - Faculty of Languages - Via Calasso 3/A, 
73100 Lecce, Italy 

Telephone +393384921449
Fax +390805742531

Contact person Prof. Cosimo Notarstefano
E-mail info@poloeuromediterraneo.eu

Website www.poloeuromediterraneo.eu 

Name Community of Mediterranean Universities  
Abbreviations CMU

Address University of Bari - Villa Larocca - Via Celso Ulpiani, 27, 
70126 BARI, Italy

Telephone +390805442479, +390805443575
Fax +390805443577

Contact person Prof. Luigi Ambrosi
E-mail presidente@cum.uniba.it

website www.cmungo.org

Name Mediterranean School of e-Business Management
Abbreviations Mediterranean School of e-Business Management

Address Scoula Superiore ISUFI - University of Salerno
Telephone +390832297912

Fax +390832297927
Contact person Prof. Aldo Romano

E-mail aldo.romano@ebms.unile.it
Website www.ebms.it
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Name Anna Lindh Euro-Mediterranean Foundation for Dialogue 
between  Cultures

Abbreviations ALF
Telephone +20 3 4820343 

Fax +20 3 4812734
Contact person Ms. Eleonora Insalaco, Coordinator of the Anna Lindh Report 

on Intercultural Trends in the Euromed
E-mail Eleonora.insalaco@bibalex.org

Website www.euromedalex.org

Name Compostela Group of Universities
Abbreviations CGU

Address Ed.Jimena y Elisa Fernández de la Vega. Casas Reais, 8 - 
15782, Santiago de Compostela, Spain 

Telephone +34981528052  
Fax +34981528053  

Contact person Beatriz Iglesias Seoane  
E-mail beatriz.iglesias@usc.es

Website www.gcompostela.org 

Name Euro-Mediterranean University 
Abbreviations EMUNI

Address Sončna pot 20, 6320 Portorož, Slovenia
Telephone +38656713600

Fax +38656713605
Contact person Prof. Dr. Joseph Mifsud, President of EMUNI 

E-mail info@emuni.si
Website www.emuni.si
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	1A	 Friday, 25 September, 17.20 – 18.20

How Can We Tackle a Task Force for Quality Assurance? The 
University of Lisbon as a Case Study
Ana Nunes de Almeida, University of Lisbon, Portugal
Maria Amélia Martins- Loução, University of Lisbon, Portugal

Key Words: quality assurance, evaluation procedures, guide-
lines, benchmarks

The Effect of an Intervention Music-Movement Program on 
Maths Ability on First Grade Primary School Students
Eleni Tsapatori, University of Thrace, Greece
Elisana Pollatou, University of Thessaly, Greece
Vassillis Gerodimos, University of Thessaly, Greece
George Mavromatis, University of Thrace, Greece

Key Words: music, movement, rhythm , maths , multiple 
intelligence

Relive Textile Handcrafts in Siwa Oasis
Sherif Temraz, University of Alexandria, Egypt

Key Words: Siwa Oasis,Egyptian kleem,Traditional Heml

denis
Typewritten Text
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	1B	Friday, 25 September, 17.20 – 18.20
A Multicultural Networked Environment for Learning and 	
Research in Southern Mediterranean Countries. Evidence 
from the Mediterranean School of e-Business Management
Gianluca Elia, University of Salento, Italy
Giustina Secundo, University of Salento, Italy 
Marco De Maggio, University of Salento, Italy 
Pasquale Del Vecchio, University of Salento, Italy 
Francesca Grippa, University of Salento, Italy
Giuseppina Passiante, University of Salento, Italy

Key Words: multicultural networked environment, learning 
and research, diversity, Euro-Mediterranean partnership, 
e-business management

The Funding of Tertiary Education Institutions in Croatia
Anto Bajo, Institute of Public Finance, Croatia

Key Words: financing, costs, incidence

Problems of Teaching in a Multicultural Environment – Some 
Insights from Poland
MA Anna Wieczorek, University of Silesia, Poland
Dr. Maciej Mitręga, The Karol Adamiecki University of Eco-
nomics, Poland

Key Words:multicultural environment, learning problems, 
teaching, problems, case study

ECTS Recognition and Mobility of Students
Zlatko Stefanović, Univerzitet Union, Serbia

Key Words: ECTS, mobility, quality

Employer Satisfaction Regarding the Higher Education 	
Quality: Spiru Haret University Case Study
Elena Doval, Spiru Haret University, Romania
Oriana Doval, Spiru Haret University, Romania

Key Words: employees’ satisfaction, quality of education, 
university image
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	1C	 Friday, 25 September, 17.20 – 18.20

Global Business Practicum: The First Ten Years
Denisa Krbec, Juraj Dobrila University of Pula, Croatia
David Currie, Crummer Graduate School of Business, USA

Key Words: business education, collaborative learning, experi-
ence, practicum, Croatia

Estimation of Students Workload and Correlation of Teaching 
and Learning Methods with Successful Exams. A Case Study.
Alexandros Tampakis, University of Macedonia , Greece
Evagelos Vitoratos, Patras University, Greece

Key Words: student workload, study time, student profile, 
learning outcomes, ECTS units

Reform of Higher Education in Serbia - Quality Assurance 
and the Influence on Human Resource
Maja Ćirić, University Business Academy, Serbia
Sanja Ðurđić, Faculty of Law and Business Studies, Serbia

Key Words: higher education, quality improvement, human 
resource development
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	1D	Friday, 25 September, 17.20 – 18.20
Student Exchange Program between Two Universities: A 
Suggested Route
Guido Li Volsi, University of Catania, Italy
Rosalba Parenti, University of Catania, Italy
Antonino Recca, University of Catania, Italy

Key Words: academic agreements, student exchange, higher 
education, research

Emuni Summer School 2009; The Case Of Halkidiki
Eleni Kassapi, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Greece
Pavlos Pantazis, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Greece
Vasso Digidiki, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Greece
Evangelia Mitsiou, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Greece
Evita Liliou, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Greece 
Tiuana Grlj, EMUNI Foundation, Slovenia

International cooperation in the field of higher education and 
research, programs, support, possibilities and dissemination
Jelena Matijašević, University Business Academy, Serbia
Marko Carić, University Business Academy, Serbia

Key Words: international cooperation, higher education, ex-
change students programmes, conferences

Hungarian Health Care Through the Eyes of International 
Students
Timea Nemeth, University of Pécs, Hungary
Orsolya Máté, University of Pécs, Hungary
Marietta Diffelné Németh, University of Pécs, Hungary
Gyöngyi Pozsgai, University of Pécs, Hungary
Balázs Sütő, University of Pécs, Hungary
Zsuzsanna Kivés, University of Pécs, Hungary

Key Words: intercultural competency, health care, Erasmus, 
international students
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	2A	 Friday, 25 September, 18.30 – 19.30

Interuniversity Cooperation in the Adriatic-Ionian Area
Gianluca Sadun Bordoni, University Teramo, Italy

Key Words: Adriatic-Ionian, network, Mediterranean projection

The Marketing Function of the International University Net-
works - The Case of the University Network of the European 
Capitals of Culture (UNEECC) 
Gyöngyi Pozsgai, University of Pécs, Hungary
Tímea Németh, University of Pécs, Hungary 

Key Words: university networks, role, opportunity, benefit, 
international marketing

International Standards and Development Cooperation in 
Higher Education or What Shall We Do Next?
Carmen Chirea-Ungureanu, Constantza Maritime University, 
Romania
Ionela Danila, Constantza Maritime University, Romania

Key Words: internationalization of higher education, devel-
opment cooperation, academic standards, education and 
research

Quality Assurance, Market Performance and Higher 
Education Quality Assurance Assessment
Nejat Erk, Cukurova University, Turkey

Key Words: employability, QA, mobility
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	2B	 Friday, 25 September, 18.30 – 19.30

Developing a Conceptual Framework on Internationalization  
of Higher Education in Serbia
Jelena Vapa-Tankosic, University Business Academy, Serbia
Marko Caric, University Business Academy, Serbia

Key Words: internalization, framework, higher education, Serbia

Bulgaria’s Higher Education System and the Implementation  
of the Bologna Process
Rumyana Marinova-Christidi, Sofia University, Bulgaria

Key Words: bologna process, Bulgaria’s higher education system, 
quality assurance, ECTS

The Impact of International Cooperation Upon the Modern 
University Education
Marijana Kroteva, Goce Delcev University, FYORM
Sasa Mitrev, Goce Delcev University, FYORM

Key Words: international cooperation, university, modern 
education, importance

The Importance of International Academic Cooperation in 
Creating Research Network Between Euro-Mediterranean 
Universities
Luciana Colelli, University of Foggia, Italy
Mourad Barmo, University of Bari, Italy

Key Words: research network, international academic cooperation, 
Euro-Mediterranean Universities, Community of Mediterranean 
Universities
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	2C	Friday, 25 September, 18.30 – 19.30
Reasons for Promoting Further Education in Nursing under 
the Bologna Process: A Case of Slovenia
Brigita Skela Savič, College of Nursing Jesenice, Slovenia

International Trade Law Teaching: a Bridge to Educational 
and Economic Cooperation among Academic Institutes
Nellie Munin, Zefat Academic College, Izrael

Key Words: international, trade, law

Preferred Theme: Teaching and Learning Methods in 
Multicultural Environment. 
E. M. Ester Gendusa, University of Palermo, Italy

Key words: Communicative method, gender studies, post-
colonial studies, cognitive decentring
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	2D	Friday, 25 September, 18.30 – 19.30
A Thesis Proposal: Quality Standards of Online Higher 
Education in Turkey
Omer Uysal, Anadolu University, Turkey
Abdullah Kuzu, Anadolu University, turkey

Key Words: education, online education, quality standards

Quality Management in the Function of Study Programme 
Development
Maja Lamza-Maronić, Faculty of Economics in Osijek, Croatia
Jerko Glavaš, Faculty of Economics in Osijek, Croatia	
Olga Dečman-Dobrnjič, The National Education Institute, 
Slovenia

Key Words: international cooperation, knowledge society, 
quality management in education

Social Support, a Key for Student Mobility in the European 
Higher Education Area
Tomas Patrocinio, University of Lisbon, Portugal
Luisa Cerdeira, University of Lisbon, Portugal

Key Words: internalization, mobility, social support, funding
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