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Further meetings were also held with the Russian Academy of Sciences and
with the Solzhenitsyn Foundation in Moscow and with the Russkij Mir Founda-
tion in Russia. A session was held at the People’s Friendship University of Rus-
sia under the Rectorship of Former Minister of Higher Education, and current
chair of the UNESCO Higher Education Committee on the development of joint
initiatives in the Euro-Med Region. In St. Petersburg, the President met and
discussed a joint project under the EU representation patronage of a joint Mas-
ters’ Programme with a Bologna Process qualification with Prof. Irina Novikova,
Dean of the St. Petersburg State University, School of International Relations.

Cross-Parties Parliamentarians Reiterated Their Concerns about Challenges to
EMUNI
Ljubljana, Slovenia, 10 March

The Parliamentary Committee on Higher Education, Science and Technology
Development reiterated its concerns about the work of the Euro-Mediterranean
University and acknowledged the progress of the institution in projecting the
image of Slovenia abroad. The meeting that was attended by Members of High-
er Education Committee as well as the State Secretary at the Ministry of Higher
Education, Science and Technology
Jézsef Gyorkds and representative
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
followed up on two areas of major
concerns to the Committee with
the work of EMUNI: the position of
EMUNI in the Government Strat-
egy and the possibility of upgrading
support to the Project, which the
Committee reported should be “im-
minent”.

While acknowledging the challenges
to EMUNI, the committee voted
with consensus in favour of the need
for more support to EMUNI.
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Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ljubljana, Slovenia, 10 March

The EMUNI University addressed participating diplomats in the European Dip-
lomatic Programme (EDP). The Programme is run under the theme “New Sys-
temic Challenges for the EU external action coherence”. EMUNI presentation
focused on the Role that the University is currently playing in terms of providing
training to Young diplomats in the Euro-Mediterranean Region using its wide
network of International Relations schools and Diplomatic Academies in the
Mediterranean area. The meeting was also an opportunity to inform young
diplomats on the Project of EMUNI as a multilateral example for EU External
policy in the Mediterranean.

Diplomatic training to Students of International Relations and Young diplomats
in the Euro-med Region is an important part of EMUNI strategy in 2011-2013;
the University, however, is currently studying the possibility of joining the Inter-
national Association of Diplomatic Academies.

The European Diplomatic Programme that is now entering its 11th Year was
first established in November 1999 by former Political Committee to create
personal networks among European diplomats. EMUNI was represented at this
event by Mohamed Chatouani from the External and Cooperation Department.

Aula Magna Santa Lucia - University of Bologna, Italy, 10 - 11 March

EMUNI was invited to participate and chair the working session of this confer-
ence at the University of Bologna. The session featured the following speakers:
Yossi SHAVIT, University of Tel Aviv (ISRAEL);

Rosalia CASTELLANO, Gennaro PUNZO, University of Naples “Parthenope”
(ITALY);

Ayal KIMHI, Moran SANDEL, Hebrew University of Jerusalem (ISRAEL);
Saleh AL-KAFRI, Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PALESTINE);
Hans-Peter BLOSSFELD, Institute of Longitudinal Studies in Education, Bam-
berg INBIL (GERMANY).

The aim of this Conference was to foster the exchange of inter-disciplinary
knowledge, information, experience and best practices among young graduates
and researchers, transnational firms, cluster of small and medium sized com-
panies, the Euro-Mediterranean University and the governments of the regions
of the Mediterranean Sea. The Conference presented and discussed the 13th
yearly AlmalLaurea Survey on lItalian Graduates’ Employment Conditions.

On the margins of the conference, the President of EMUNI had bilateral meet-
ings with Mr. Robert Manchin of Gallup, with Prof. Enric Olive of Epuf on new
initiatives to be undertaken with EMUNI in 2011 and with Recteur Michéle
Gendreau-Massaloux, French Mission, Union for the Mediterranean (FRANCE)
on joint collaboration with France in this field. Further meetings were held with
the Rector of Bologna, Prof. Dionigi and with Prof. Andrea Cammelli of Alma
Laurea for new bids in the European and Mediterranean training programmes
with EMUNI.
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EMUNI Establishing New Cooperation with Eastern Europe
Bratislava, Slovakia, 16 March

The Pan-European University and the EMUNI University held its first initial
talks establishing new relations between universities held in Bratislava under
the project approved to the EMUNI University called Preparatory visit under the
action Erasmus Programme. The meeting was attended by the Rector of the
Pan-European University Prof. JUDr. Jan Svak, Dean of Faculty of Economic
and Business Dr. Ladislav Kabat, Chancellor and International Relations of-
ficer Slavomik Rudenko, Mrs. Radka Sabova, Erasmus coordinator and EMUNI
Representatives.

EMUNI was warmly welcomed at the premises of PEU in Bratislava by its
Rector Prof. JUDr. Jan Svak, an expert in common and constitutional law in
Slovakia. The University is among the several private universities in Slovakia
and one of the top leading higher education institutions, consisting of several
faculties, the most famous of which is the faculty for Mass Media, with the only
existing top Media studio in the country.

EMUNI University proposed several areas for future cooperation in the field of
providing its large network of partnerships to the disposal and cooperation in the
HE field in areas around all shores of the Mediterranean. Universities will also
exchange under the Erasmus Mobility their academic experts and students for
particular courses. Further proposals have been made by establishing Join Mas-
ter degrees in two common fields, Human Rights and Business development,
holding a Professional Summer School in the field of Mass Media by inviting
students and journalists from the south Mediterranean countries for a profes-
sional training with the use of Mass Media Studio of Pan-European University.
The third concrete proposal was made by both sides, agreeing on working to-
gether on the training of Southern Judges at the proposed Judicial Academy in
the Mediterranean region. The outcome of the successful meetings between the
President of EMUNI Prof. Joseph Mifsud and the Rector of PEU Prof. Jan Svak
were very successful as two bilateral agreements between the universities, the
Erasmus Mobility Agreement and The Letter of Intent were signed.

The activity has been supported by the Lifelong Learning Programme of the
European Commission.

Euro-Mediterranean University



Report 2011 103

EMUNI Regional Day in Slovakia
Pan-European University, Bratislava, Slovakia, 7 March

EMUNI Regional day, organized by the Euro-Mediterranean University and
hosted by the Pan-European University, gathered participants and guests to
the event.

The event focused on the neighbourhood policy and higher education: Coopera-
tion between EUROMED and Eastern Europe.

The official opening and warm welcome to the event was delivered by Prof. Jan
Svak, Rector of the Pan-European University and prof. Peter Hulla, the Director
of the Judicial Academy in Slovakia. Further on, two presentations were given
by the President Joseph Mifsud; introducing EMUNI Project to the participants
and speaking about European Neighbourhood Policy Instrument. Professor Dr.
Vlasta Kunova, who is an expert on European Law in Slovakia, held the pres-
entation on Neighbourhood policy and its impact on Slovakia. The event was
concluded by Chancellor Slavomir Rudenko summarising the importance of
this first joint event - Regional Day, that established fruitful ground for future
cooperation. President Joseph Mifsud expressed special gratitude to PAN - Eu-
ropean University and guest key-note speakers.

Meetings in Helsinki
Helsinki, Finland, 18 March

The President of the EMUNI University held
several meeting in Helsinki with the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs and Ministry of Education
and Culture. The purpose of the meeting with
the Director of the Unit for the Middle East
and North Africa, Mrs. Helena Turri and as-
sistant to the Euro-Mediterranean Coordina-
tor Mrs. Rae Lumes was to discuss future
cooperation between EMUNI University and
higher education institutions in Finland and
to organize joint future events with the as-
sistance and collaboration of both minis-
tries. Based on this cooperation several joint
projects, seminars and meeting would be or-
ganized, such as a think tank meeting that
would produce a concrete document on rec-
ommendations linking East with South.
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Subsequently, the meeting with the Counsellor for Education Mr. Reijo Aholain-
en from the Division for Higher Education and Science and Mrs. Sari Wessman
from the international relations office of the Ministry was held. Presenting HE
and Research in Finland, Mr. Aholainen outlined the Finnish Higher Education
System, introducing a reform of HI in Finland and Structural Development of
HE System.

In Addition, the president expressed an interest for more Finnish Institutions to
be involved in EMUNI University’s activities as well as a support for individuals/
expert in Finland contributing its expertise to EMUNI activities. Meetings were
organized by Prof. Anasse Bouhlal, who is a lecturer at the Tampere University
of Applied Sciences.

Euro-Mediterranean, 21 March

Students and researchers from Europe and the South Mediterranean gathered
at the outstanding campuses of the Arab University of Beirut to exchange per-
sonal and professional experiences as well as visions on what role universities
can play to deliver innovative programmes and the necessary skills to gradu-
ates seeking a placement on the job market.

This year’s conference that enjoyed the full support of the Arab University of
Beirut (BAU) was opened by a video address of H.E. Dr. Danilo Tirk, President
of the Republic of Slovenia, H.E. Gianni Pettella, First Vice President of the
European Parliament, Honourable Rodi Kratsa, Vice President of the European
Parliament and H.E. llan Chet, Deputy Secretary General of the Union for the
Mediterranean. Several dignitaries have, however, physically assisted in the
opening of the Conference, e.g. H.E. Bahia Al-Hariry, President of the Educa-
tion Committee at the Parliament of Lebanon.

In his address to the participants, Professor Joseph Mifsud, extended EMUNI’s
gratitude to Professor Amr Galal Al-Adawi who has »as a distinguished friend
of the Euro Mediterranean University always supported EMUNI since its very
humble beginnings.« The EMUNI Research Souk that was addressing “Innova-
tion and employability” is an Innovative idea, proving in its 3rd anniversary
that inspite political and social hurdles it is becoming a true tool of intercultural
dialogue between students and researchers from both shores of the Mediter-
ranean. Professor Mifsud has also overtly announced that the next version of
the Research Souk will be more reachable to Participants that could not attend
it this year.

Participants from Lebanon, Italy, Palestine, Poland, France, Jordan, Morocco,
Spain and Portugal presented their research projects in the areas of competen-
cies to UfM.

BAU is a private institution for higher education, founded by the Lebanese in
1960 supported by Alexandria University.
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EMUNI University co-organiser of the Mediterranean Day at the National
Assembly of the Republic of Slovenia
Ljubljana, Slovenia, 22 March

The EMUNI University acted as a co-organiser of the 3rd Mediterranean Day
that took place in the National Assembly of the Republic of Slovenia. The cer-
emony was coordinated by Mr Miro Petek, Head of the National Assembly del-
egation to the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean. It was opened by
a video address of the President of the EMUNI University. The audience which
included several MPs and foreign ambassadors to Slovenia, had the pleasure
of listening to the speeches by the President of the National Assembly Dr. Pavel
Gantar, Mr. Miro Petek and Prof. Dr. Selim Sanin from the Hacettepe Univer-
sity in Ankara, Turkey. Prof. Sanin addressed the audience on behalf of the
EMUNI University and stressed its importance for the Mediterranean region in
terms of knowledge accumulation and academic research that it provides. Both
Dr. Gantar and Mr. Petek also emphasised the invaluable contribution which
EMUNI University has for the positive developments in the Mediterranean. The
event was concluded by the cultural programme, prepared by the Rozana As-
sociation, which included traditional dance and singing acts.

The event marked the opening of the exhibition about the EMUNI University,
which was opened to the visitors of the National Assembly.

Mediterranean and Middle East Crisis: Meeting Meseuro
Brussels, Belgium, 24 March

The European Parliament hosted a meeting between MEPs Mario Mauro and
Gianni Pittella, the presidents of Meseuro — Center of the Foundations for Medi-
terranean Europe, Mr. Abdel Bari Atwan, Editor in Chief Al-Quds Al-Arabi, in-
dependent Arab daily newspaper. The debate was moderated by Professor Dr
Joseph Mifsud. The meeting, organized by Meseuro Center, was an important
occasion of confrontation and analysis upon the current issues, such as the
crises in North Africa and in the Middle-East area. The eminent analyst Mr.
Abdel Bari Atwan shared with the guests of Meseuro Center his opinion about
the events which are shocking the south bank of the Mediterranean Sea. In the
presence of MEPs Mario Mauro, Gianni Pittella, Vittorio Prodi and Antonio Pan-
zeri, the importance of the European role of supporting the “Arab Resurgence”
was emphesized.
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Meeting of the "Conseil d'orientation strategique" of the IEMSR
Paris, France, 28 March

The second Strategic Council of the Euro-Mediterranean Institute of Risk Sci-
ence was chaired by the President of EMUNI in the presence of the President
of the Institute, Prof. Catherin Vesperini and brought together a number of
key experts from the Mediterranean on Risk Management and Prevention. The
meeting was attended by Madam Michele Gendreau-Massaloux, Prof. llan
Chet, by Salvano Briceno, Director, United Nations International Strategy for
Disuster Reduction and Badaoui Rouhban, Director of the Disaster Prevention
Unit of Unesco. The discussion centred on the new programmes to be adopted
for 2011 and 2012. Other representatives from both, the French public and
private institutions were also present.

Representatives from the Union for the Mediterranean Embassies were all
present, including the Ambassador of Slovenia, H.E. Veronika Stabe;j.

The meeting gave details of the current partnership of the IEMSR and the Mas-
ter programmes currently under way in the Science of Risque. It was agreed
that a further specialisation would be set in this field as from next year and
also the organisation of an annual conference to focus on this area with the
partner institutions.

EMUNI Invited to the Tempus Conference in Belgrade
Belgrade, Serbia, 29 - 30 March

A two-day conference, celebrating the 20th anniversary of the EU-funded Tem-
pus programme, was held in Belgrade, Serbia. The President of the Republic
of Serbia Mr. Boris Tadi¢, European Commissioner for Enlargement and Neigh-
bourhood Policy Mr. Stefan Fiile and Minister of Education and Science of the
Republic of Serbia Dr. Zarko Obradovi¢ opened the conference, which was at-
tended by some 250 high representatives from the 27 EU Member States and
28 Partner Countries and Territories. The Tempus programme was initiated in
1990 as an aid programme to the countries of Central and Eastern European
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countries, helping them to restructure their universities during the transition
process and to prepare for EU accession. EU Commissioner Stefan Fille said,
‘the Tempus Programme has played a major role in supporting the develop-
ment of higher education in the EU’s neighbouring countries. It has been one
of the foundation stones of the EU Enlargement process and helped prepare
Candidate Countries for the transition to EU membership. Today it has a key
role to play in creating an open space for enhanced cooperation with the EU,
promoting bilateral cooperation between individual countries and co-operation
at regional level'.

The President of EMUNI was in Belgrade together with the Deputy Secretary
General of the Union for the Mediterranean, Prof. llan Chet. During this meet-
ing, President Mifsud and Prof. Chet discussed the next steps of collaboration
in terms of the ENPI funded Master Programmes and their relevance to the
UfM agenda. Prof. Chet confirmed that the Secretariart of the UfM would be
presenting the EMUNI masters’ programmes to the Senior Officials Meeting
of the UfM. EMUNI also held talks with a number of participants attending
the conference, including experts and Tempus National Contact Persons from
Slovakia, Czech Republic, Germany, Greece, Austria, Morocco, Jordan, Tunisia,
Lebanon, France, Bulgaria, Israel, Egypt (including former Minister of Higher
Education, Prof. Hany Hellal), EPUF — Prof. Enric Olive, the European Commis-
sion - DG EAC and DG EuropeAid and Serbia.

Ljubljana, Slovenia, 31 March - 1 April

UNESCO Regional Forum was organized by UNESCO Venice Office, the Min-
istry of Culture of the Republic of Slovenia and the Slovenian National Com-
mission for UNESCO, within the celebrations of “Ljubljana - 2010 World Book
Capital City” and as an integral part of 2011 Ljubljana World Book Summit.
The EMUNI University was present at the two-day discussion of several repre-
sentatives from Ministries of Culture, international experts from UNESCO and
the European Commission, translators, writers, publishers and other experts
from the South-East European region, who discussed the implementation sta-
tus of the 2005 Convention in the area of the book industry, the development
of strong and innovative publishing and translating policies, the promotion of
sustainable strategies and policies for improving access to books and linguistic
diversity in Europe.

Among them were Hana Stojic, network Traduki from Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Jose Pessoa from UNESCO statistic office, Sylvain Pasqua from the DG for
Education and Culture and several other speakers from the West Balkan.

Two sessions chaired by the translator and author Marjan Strojan were organ-
ized. “Promoting the diversity of cultural expressions: perspectives and chal-
lenges for Southeast Europe” discussed modalities for an effective implemen-
tation of the 2005 UNESCO Convention and identifyied ways and means for
the creation of a stimulating creative environment for the book industry in the
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Southeast Europe. The session “Translating to, from and within Southeast Eu-
rope: building new opportunities” focused on the development of multilingual-
ism through translation, the promotion of European translation networks and
beyond, specific actions for encouraging the mobility of writers, translators and
publishers to promote cultural diversity.

The presence of EMUNI University at the forum was connected to the course
of Interpretation and Conferences that the University is developing in coopera-
tion with the European Commission. The emphasis of the course will be on
several languages, among them Arabic, Russian, Turkish, French, Croatian and
Serbian with a number of experts involved in the programme.

The April Session of the Euro-Mediterranean Study Course at EMUNI
Portoroz, Slovenia, 5 - 15 April

The Euro-Mediterranean Studies Professional School was held at the EMUNI
University in Portoroz. The module was delivered in two terms at the EMUNI
University.

The courses were attended by 20 students from France, Italy, Spain, Portugal
and Lithuania. The lecturers include lecturers and experts from the United Na-
tions and the Secretariat of the Union for the Mediterranean, professors from
universities in the Mediterranean area, such as the University of Bari/CMU and
the University of Urbino in Italy and also a Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives of Malta. Lectures were given on the subjects of Euro-Mediterranean
International Relations and External Cooperation and EUROMED. Apart from
the courses, a roundtable was organised in the second week, the subject of the
discussion being the New EUROMED.

The Euro-Mediterranean Studies provide participants with an excellent op-
portunity to gain knowledge on several aspects of the Mediterranean area as
well as exchange valuable opinions with other students and experts on this
subject.
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Portoroz, Slovenia, 5 and 6 April 2011

Prof. Gaaya gave lectures on European Neighbourhood and Partnership In-
strument (ENPI): Regional Indicative Programme (2011-2013) for the Euro-
Mediterranean Partnership and Capacity building and Euro-Mediterranean
Programmes. The lectures provided participants with a broad overview of
the Euro-Mediterranean region, its heritage, European neighbourhood policy
(ENP), human resources development and capacity building in ENP, as well as
a detailed presentation of the Regional Indicative Programme. Lectures were
part of the 2nd module of EMUNI Professional School: Euro-Mediterranean
Studies 2011.

Prof. Dr. Abdallah Gaaya has been an FAO consultant and specialist in Exten-
sion and Training Methodologies in different countries (Saudi Arabia, Mongo-
lia, Ethiopia, Morocco, Tunisia) since 2004. He has taught at the Agricultural
Education Department at the Oklahoma State University, the Livestock In-
stitute in Mateur and Horticulture Institute in Chott Mariem and the EMUNI
University.

Portoroz, Slovenia, 7 and 8 April

Dr. Sohail Luka gave lectures on External Cooperation and EUROMED. They
were entitled: How does Europe work?, Focus on EU policies for research and
innovation, The 7th Framework Programme: How can it help your career as a
researcher? They provided the participants with an insight into the policies and
procedures of the EU. Lectures were part of the 2nd module of EMUNI Profes-
sional School: Euro-Mediterranean Studies 2011.

During his visit, professor Sohail held an hour presentation on the EURAXESS
network and provided the answers in the discussion that followed after the
course. Participants were well introduced into the benefits and opportunities
of the network by the expert prof. Sohail, who is directly involved in promoting
and implementing the policy of this research network. Additionally, promo-
tion material was available to the students and researchers that followed the
presentation.

Dr. Sohail Luka is the Scientific Officer in the International Scientific Coopera-
tion unit, Research Directorate General, European Commission.

League of Arab States Headquarters Cairo, 6 April

In a joint initiative of the United Nations Alliance of Civilizations, The League
of Arab States and Anna Lindh Foundation, Leaders, Experts and Civil Society
practitioners have gathered to discuss Regional Strategy for Intercultural dia-
logue and Cooperation for the Mediterranean in light of the Current develop-
ment in the region.

Chaired by Secretary General of the League of Arab States, Amr Moussa and
with high level participation of Alliance of Civilization and Anna Lindh Founda-
tion, the day-long event brought together a wide range of non-governmental
organizations, journalists, as well as diplomatic corps, accredited to the Arab
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League to contribute to the UN AoC Strategy on Respect of Cultural Diversity,
religious freedom and pluralism. Among the priority domains of actions for
the 2011-2015, the UN AoC set five priorities in its strategy for intercultural
dialogue:
* human rights and fundamental freedoms, social cohesion, citizenship and
participation;
 gender equality, equal enjoyment of human rights and equal opportunities
for women and men;
* Intercultural and interreligious dialogue as a tool to promote tolerance, plu-
ralism and flight against extremism and radicalisation;
* Independence of the press, media literacy and respect for plurality of views
and fundamental rights.
Acting as a formal think-tank to UN AoC, EMUNI has been actively taking
part in the all plenary session in order to study how to contribute to UNAOC
Strategy, Reaffirming at the informal hearing. Professor Joseph Mifsud, Presi-
dent of EMUNI conducted series of bilateral meetings with Mr Amr Moussa,
Secretary General of Arab league and Mr, Andre Azzoulay, President of Anna
Lindh Foundation for Dialogue between Cultures and President Jorge Sampaio,
High Representative for the Alliance of Civilization. Professor Mifsud briefed
high dignitaries on development regarding EMUNI activities in promoting inter-
cultural dialogue through its extensive Network of Universities and Civil Society
Associations.
In discussion, EMUNI called for more inclusion of the universities in the new
era of the dialogue between Europe and the Arab World. Academics and stu-
dents can play a vital role to build bridges between people and to address the
gap in mutual perceptions between the two shores of the Mediterranean.
EMUNI was represented in this event by Professor Joseph Mifsud and Mo-
hamed Chatouani.

Cairo, Egypt, 6 - 8 April

The President of EMUNI held a meeting with Dr Amr Salama, Minister of
Higher Education of Egypt. He discussed the situation of Higher Education
institutions in Egypt and the cooperation development between the Ministry
and EMUNI. Professor Mifsud stressed to the Minister of Higher Education
EMUNI’s Commitment to continue cooperation within its university networks in
Egypt. Several issues were discussed, e.g. student and professor mobility and
future cooperation with EMUNI.

In an effort to coordinate communication between the diplomatic academies
in the Euro-Mediterranean Area, the president of EMUNI chaired a meeting
with Ambassador Osama Tewfik Badr, Director of the Institute for Diplomatic
Studies. The president of EMUNI thanked the Ambassador Badr and formally
invited him to participate in Dubrovnik meetings for Directors of Diplomatic
Academies. The objective of the meeting was to brief the Ambassador Badr on
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EMUNT/’s activities, bring together diplomatic academies in the Euro-Med Area
and offer young diplomats and students of international relations culturally
oriented courses on diplomacy with a practical insight in Euro-Mediterranean
relations.

Ambassador Bar highly valued the work of EMUNI in promoting the work of
diplomatic Institutes and pledged an active participation of his institute in
EMUNI events. A Memorandum of Understanding is expected to be signed
between the two institutions.

Promoting diplomatic training has become an important component of EMU-
NI’s Strategy 2011-2013 through contribution in different activities, notably
the European Diplomatic Programme (EDP) in cooperation the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs of Slovenia.

Guest Lecturer at EMUNI: Kamal EI Mahdaoui
Portoroz, Slovenia

Kamal El Mahdaoui lectured on “Euro-Med-
iterranean Relations: Opportunities, Limita-
tions and Perspectives”. The lecture provided
the participants with a broad understanding
of the current situation in the Euro-Mediter-
ranean, as well as prospects for the future.
As part of another lecture of Mr EI Mahdaoui,
a simulation of the Senior Officials meeting
took place. The lectures were part of the 2nd
module of the EMUNI Professional School:
Euro-Mediterranean Studies 2011.

Mr Kamal EI Mahdaoui is the Senior Advisor
at the Secretariat of the Union of the Mediter-
ranean.

Visit of the State University of Novi Pazar Rector
Portoroz, Slovenia, 11 April
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The EMUNI University hosted a visit of Rector Dr. Cemal Dolicanin and his
advisor Dr. Bozidar Stani¢ from the State University of Novi Pazar, Serbia. The
meeting was held at the premises of the University, where the EMUNI Universi-
ty gave presentation of its current activities. Prof. Stani¢ presented the activities
of the State University, providing several suggestions for mutual cooperation.
Presentations, held by both universities, were available to a larger audience of
students currently enrolled in the EMUNI Label Master Courses.

The State University of Novi Pazar became a member of EMUNI in 2010.
Being young, but highly experienced, the University has proven itself in im-
plementing several TEMPUS Projects. The latter will enhance the cooperation
with EMUNI and its partners in launching a future Tempus project and joined
projects in higher education.

Visit to the I.S.S.E.A.
Politecnico di Studi Aziendali di Lugano, Ticino, Switzerland, 4 - 5 of April

A meeting was held between the President of EMUNI and one of the Swiss
partners of EMUNI, which also participated in the Research Souk in Lebanon
2011. The meeting was focused on the possibility for Switzerland and the
Canton Ticino (Department of Tourism and Conferences) under the patron-
age of an EMUNI member and the Alliance of Civilisation would organise an
intercultural dialogue seminar
on ‘Economy, Finance and Cul-
ture in the new Mediterranean
reality’. This would also be an
opportunity for a meeting of
potential donors for EMUNI
from the three areas under
discussion. The talks with Rec-
tor Massimo Maria Silvestri
also centred on the possibility
of holding the EMUNI senate
and management board on the
same occasion.

The New EUROMED: The Future of the Euro-Mediterranean Area
Portoroz, Slovenia, 13 April

EMUNI hosted a roundtable in Portoroz, Slovenia. The topic was ‘The New
EUROMED: The Future of the Euro-Mediterranean Area’. The notable speakers
were H.E. Dr. Hans Winkler, Director of the Diplomatic Academy of Vienna,
Prof. Dr. Joseph Mifsud, Prof. Giorgio Dominese, Rector’s Delegate and Coordi-
nator, Rome Tor Vergata World University-TVWU; Chair of Geopolitics at LUISS
Master of Science in International Relations and Prof. Cosimo Notarstefano
from the Jean Monnet Center of Excellence / CMU, ltaly.

The guests discussed the issue of the current situation in the Middle-East.
They examined the recent happenings in this area and looked into the possible
causes for such events. They emphasised the need for young people to get
involved in the actions.
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After the speeches from each of the speakers, a discussion with the audience
followed, which also offered various perspectives on the issues of the Euro-
Mediterranean.

Third Event of EMUNI Talks with H.E. Mr Ahmed Farouk
Ljubljana, Slovenia, 14 April

HE. Mr Ahmed Farouk, Ambassador of the Arab Republic of Egypt to Slovenia,
was the main speaker at the third event in the series of lectures “EMUNI
TALKS”, organised by the EMUNI Foundation in Ljubljana. Numerous diplo-
mats were present at the event, along with more than 20 international students
of the module Euro-Mediterranean International Relations. The guests were
also addressed by Joseph Mifsud, EMUNI president and Alenka Suhadolnik,
President of the EMUNI Foundation Management Board.
In H.E. Farouk’s lecture entitled “Vision on the Euro-Mediterranean cooper-
ation” he spoke about issues which are holding back the best potential of
common future endeavours in the Euro-Mediterranean cooperation: security
and migration, combined with integration and tolerance. As common security
threats he specified terrorism, weapons of mass destruction, organized crime,
human trafficking, illegal migration, intolerance, environmental degradation,
poverty and the ever- increasing gap between the north and south.
H.E. Farouk also commented on the current situation in the countries of the
Arab world. He compared different situations in the world as the occurrence
of three revolutions: the economic revolution, reflected as the world economic
crisis, the revolution of nature, manifested in numerous natural disasters, and
the political revolution that escalated in the countries of the Arab world. He
explained the latter was a result of more protest waves, initiated by the so
called “digital generation” of youth and followed by Islamists and other demon-
strators, until it finally reached the masses. The ambassador’'s comment to the
1R happenings in Libya was that the world
iil i should have learned the lessons from
l Irag and Afghanistan, where a perfect
1 military plan was imposed, but unfor-
tunately without a good strategic plan
that would follow. He stressed that the
balance of power is not clear, but the
world should be aware of the real bal-
ance to act accordingly.
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Guest Lecturers at EMUNI: Prof. Cosimo Notarstefano and Prof. Yasser Elshayeb
Portoroz, Slovenia

Prof. Cosimo Notarstefano gave lectures on two subjects: the Euro-Mediter-
ranean International Relations and the External Cooperation and EUROMED.
Lectures were given with the main aim of broadening the students’ understand-
ing of Euro-Mediterranean relations and cooperation.

The last day lecturer of the Euro-Mediterranean Studieswas prof. Yasser Elshay-
eb, coming from the Cairo University and holding a position at the Ministry for
Higher Education and State for Scientific Research in Egypt. Prof. Elshayeb
gave a lecture on the subject of the EuroMed Cooperation from a Southern
Country Perspective.

The Closing Ceremony of the April Session with Dr. Michael Frendo
Portoroz, Slovenia, 15 April

The Euro-Mediterranean Studies course hosted the honourable closing lecturer
- Dr Michael Frendo, currently the President of the Parliament of Malta. Mr
Frendo’s lecture focused on the subject of: The Mediterranean - A Mosaic of
Multilateral Groupings.

o

it

Following the afternoon lectures was the closing ceremony, where the students,
attending the intensive two week course, received their attendance certificates.
Present were the president of the EMUNI University and the other lecturing
professors: Prof. Notarstefano, Prof. Elshayeb and Dr. Michael Frendo, who
presented the certificates to the students.

Frendo was first elected to the House of Representatives of Malta in 1987
and has been re-elected in four elections. In April 2010 he was nominated as
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

Taranto Meets the Young of the Mediterranean
Taranto, ltaly, 18 April

Referring to the current situation in the Mediterranean and the Middle East,
EMUNI is trying to set up listening conferences and activities which could sup-
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port the open governance and clear goals that Universities and Ministries of
Higher Education can develop to promote transparency, good governance and
brain circulation within the Union for the Mediterranean.

Istanbul, Turkey, 13 - 15 April

An-

Chios Institute for Mediterranean Affairs (CIMA) in cooperation with the Hel-
lenic Centre for European Studies (EKEM), the Kadir Has University (KHU) and
the Global Political Trends Center (GPoT) of the Istanbul Kdltir University or-
ganised the first Euro-Mediterranean Forum for Young Researchers in Istanbul.
The Forum was aimed at fostering an interdisciplinary approach to scientific re-
search on Euro-Mediterranean issues. Participants were selected from a variety
of different backgrounds, including: anthropology, sociology, history, geography,
economics, law, international relations, political science, communication and
media studies, migration, security and cultural studies.

Selected participants had the opportunity to present their current research
(PhD thesis, academic articles, policy briefs, research notes, etc.) and received
feedback, allowing them to improve their drafts. In addition, they met with
peers engaged in research activities throughout the Mediterranean and with
representatives from leading academic journals, specialised in Mediterranean
affairs.

In the framework of this Forum Dr. Lucka Lorber, editor-in-chief of the Inter-
national Journal of the Euro-Mediterranean Studies participated as an invited
speaker at the session on “Getting published in the Mediterranean”, in which
representatives from academic journals, specialising in Euro-Mediterranean af-
fairs, came to present their journals to young PhD students and researchers.

Najah National University, Palestinian Authority, 20 April

An-Najah National University organized an EMUNI Day with the theme “Uni-
versities and Communities: One Challenge and Multiple Horizons”. The at-
tendees of the event included EMUNI University President and His Excellency
Mr. Igor Pogacar, Representative Office to the Republic of Slovenia, along with
other Palestinian university presidents, representatives, academics and Direc-
tors of Scientific Centers. The event started with an opening speech by Prof.
Maher Natsheh, Vice President for Academic Affairs on behalf of An-Najah
National University's president Prof. Rami Hamdallah, who discussed briefly
the Bologna process and its significance in higher education and stated that
there is a gap between both shores of the Mediterranean. Prof. Joseph Mifsud
introduced EMUNI University and the many joint programs and activities it is
currently undertaking. discussed ENPI (European Neighborhood Policy Initia-
tive) and EU Service Project and its outcomes including developing innovations
within the Union for the Mediterranean. Following Prof. Mifsud’s speech, the
representative of the Republic of Slovenia to the Palestinian Authority, His Ex-
cellency, Mr. Igor Pogacar expressed his office’s continued support in easing the
obstacles that the students face, in terms of visas and mobility.

Among the participants, the university’s esteemed academics delivered a pres-
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entation in their field of expertise. Nanotechnology and its uses, was presented
by Prof. Hikmat Hilal, Chair of the Steering Committee, Center of Excellence in
Materials Science and Nanotechnology. Water and environment and its efficient
use of resources, was delivered by Prof. Marwan Haddad, Professor and Direc-
tor of the Water and Environmental Studies Institute. Reconstruction of old
buildings and cultural heritage was conducted by Dr. Ali Abdel Hamid, Director
of the Center for Urban and Regional Planning. The use of clean and renewable
energy in the community was delivered by Dr. Imad lbrik, Director of Energy
Research Center and Associate Professor in the Electrical Department in the
Faculty of Engineering. Furthermore, Dr. Jalal Dabeek, Associate Professor and
Director of Earth Sciences and Seismic Engineering Center discussed disaster
and risk reduction and public awareness.

Following the presentations, the University’s academics answered questions
addressed by EMUNI president, the representative of the Republic of Slovenia,
and others and discussed joint projects in addition to possible collaboration
initiatives with An-Najah National University.

Athens, Greece, 27 April-1 May

Athens brought together the experts and coordinators of Erasmus Programmes
and EU projects in a four-day conference with several sessions taking place at
the Athens Imperial Hotel. The opening speech was addressed by the chair
of the ERACON Dr Gregory MAKRIDES, who is the President of the European
Association of ERASMUS Coordinators and the President of the European Asso-
ciation of CAREER Guidance. Other participants were the representative from
the European Commission Brian HOLMES, who is the head of LLP Department
in EACEA, and several other high representatives from ministers, ambassadors
and rectors of universities.

EMUNI University attended the opening ceremony and participated at the
panel discussions and round tables as well as having its own stand at the GO-
Exchange fair. The President of EMUNI was invited to give a presentation on
the EUROMED Mobility and EMUNI good practices at the Career EU session,
chaired by Roger Hessel (an expert in simulation trainings and international
projects) from the Lombardy Regional Institute for Research. The president
held several side meetings and was also invited to the meeting with the Chair
of ERACON Dr. Makrides, where they enhanced the ideas in organizing future
joined events and inviting EMUNI to collabourate for the event East-Meets-
West conference held in Cyprus next year.

The conference was concluded with a two stage GO-Exchange ERASMUS Edu-
cation Fair through which each participating university provided information
to other universities on the programmes offered and arrangements for teacher
and student mobility as well as ERASMUS student placements and staff train-
ing opportunities. EMUNI University presented its activities with promotion
materials on the disposal with exchanging the contacts for several bilateral
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agreements to be sign in the near future between the Universities, such as the
University of Algarve from Portugal, the Institute of Tourism Studies from Malta
and the Ankara University.

First EMUNI Think-Tank Meeting
Antalya, Turkey, 6 - 7 May

The purpose of establishing a think tank related to EMUNI is to discuss the
performance of the Network in a constructive manner, identify the challenges
of the organisation and provide professional recommendations to the govern-
ing body on how to tackle hurdles and concretise projects. Participation at the
meeting followed an initiative of the prestigious Hacetteppe Univeristy, a pro-
active member of the EMUNI Network.

The meeting was attended by representatives of the universities, members of the
think tank, notably, Professor Maria Amelia Martin Loucao, Vice Rector, the Uni-
versity of Lisbon, Professor David Faragi,Rector of the University of Haifa, Israel,
Prof. Loannis Mylopoulos, Rector of the University of Aristotle, Thessaloniki, Pro-
fessor Ugur Erdener, Rector of the University of Hacettepe, Professor Giuseppe
Gelliberti, the University of Urbino, Dr, Labib Arafeh, Al Quds University and Dr.
Juan Maria Vazquez Rojas, Vice Rector, the University of Murcia, Spain.

The meeting was inspired by an idea of Professor Joseph Mifsud, creating an
independent think-tank for EMUNI, composed of rectors of interested universi-
ties, members of the EMUNI Network, to provide reports and recommendations
on several issues, related to the work of the organisation, and the performance
of its activities, in light of the recommendations. The President of EMUNI after
consulting with the governing body shall take the necessary measures to imple-
ment the think tank recommendations.

Professor Joseph Mifsud addressed the audience and made a presentation on
EMUNT/’s activities up to date, several issues related to EMUNI were touched on,
notably implementing EMUNI Masters Programmes that will be launched soon,
the cooperation with the European Union and the Union for the Mediterranean.
Participants have contributed actively in the discussions; numerous ideas were
introduced and discussed: introducing new programmes by EMUNI Network
of Universities under the auspices of EMUNI and establishing an EMUNI Re-
search Centre and EMUNI Research Committee to be working along with the
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Study Affairs Committee as part of EMUNI efforts to promote scientific research
and researchers in the Mediterranean. Participants also emphasised the need
to think about an “SECRATES-ERASMUS - like” project for the Mediterranean
Area, supporting Students and Researchers wishing to read on the Six Priorities
of the Union for the Mediterranean.

The think tank recommendations were adopted by all its members and call for
another meeting to be held in Murcia.

Barcelona, Spain, 11 May

The specialists international meeting was held in the headquarters of the Un-
ion for the Mediterranean Secretariat and started with a welcome address by
Prof. llan Chet, followed by an opening session, presented by Prof. Joseph Mif-
sud, who highlighted the importance of the role EMUNI is playing within the
framework of the UfM and the commitment of EMUNI to achieve the objectives
of the UfM and reinforce north/south and south/south cooperation.

Prof. Nehale Fariid Mostapha gave an overview of the project, followed by a
briefing about the achievements of the project since its start, the developments
of this project and the efficient and successful progress to date.

The key leaders/coordinators of the new masters programmes presented their
work and highlighted how these programmes were matching with the objec-
tives of EMUNI and the objectives of the UfM at the same time.

The Specialists to the DSG of the UfM Secretariat, Ambassador Yigit Alpogan,
Deputy Secretary General for Transport and Urban Development, Ms. Cecilia
Attard Pirotta, Deputy Secretary General for Social and Civil Affairs, Dr. Rafiq
Husseini, Deputy Secretary General for Environment and Water, Mr. Marc
Strauss, Expert in Energy and Mr. Fernando de la Fuente, Expert in Funding,
explained the objectives of the UfM in every field of specialization and dis-
cussed all possible areas of cooperation and future plans with EMUNI experts.
The meeting ended with a warm speech from the Deputy Secretary General
for Higher Education and Research. Prof Mifsud stressed the importance of
this meeting and how EMUNI appreciated the support provided by the UFM to
reinforce the role of the university.

Urbino, Italy, 12 May

A workshop on lifelong learning took place at the University of Urbino, with a
purpose of establishing a “Special Interest Group of Universities” on lifelong
learning, co-ordinated by the Orientale. Among the participants were: Joseph
Mifsud, Giuseppe Giliberti (Delegate for International Relations of Urbino and
member of the Senate of the EMUNI), Buket Akkoyunlu (Dean of the Faculty of
Education, Hacettepe University), Gina Melillo (Director of the LLL Centre, Uni-
versity Orientale of Naples), Laura Baratin (Co-ordinator of the courses on Art
Protection and Restoration, Urbino University), Giancarlo Fatigati (Director of
the Labouratories of Restoration, University Suor Orsola Benincasa of Naples).
The meeting was also attended by the Councillor for Tourism of Urbino (Lucia
Pretelli), the Councillor for Culture of the Province (Alessia Morani), as well as
by directors of regional and provincial administrative services.
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B. Akkoyunlu illustrated the Strategic Document on Lifelong Learning in Turkey
and explained the role of universities in the protection of Turkish cultural herit-
age. G. Melillo proposed that the aims of the LLL Group would have been to
study the best practices in the sector, to diffuse them by means of a Portal, to
participate in European project, to define standards needed to implement LLL
for cultural patrimony.

L. Baratin proposed that Urbino, that is particularly skilled in courses and pro-
fessional promotion in the field of heritage protection both in the Mediterranean
and in the Balkans, take care of this sector inside the Naples-based LLL Group,
by means of an “Urbino Team on Cultural Heritage and Science”.

Mifsud also met the Rector of the Urbino University, Stefano Pivato. Mifsud
praised the strong support of Urbino to the EMUNI experience and proposed
to have in Urbino a Euro-Mediterranean congress on “Cultural Heritage and
Science” and a meeting of the rectors of Urbino, Haifa, Maribor and Sousse.

Palermo, Sicily, 13 - 14 May

The meeting of the Al Idrissi International Prize Jury met under the chairperson-
ship of Mr. Raffaele Lombardo, President of the Sicilian Region and the Director
of the Mediterranean Observatory, Professor Mohamed Aziza. On the sugges-
tion of the President of EMUNI, who is a member of the Jury, the nominee of
EMUNI, Andre Azoulay, President of the Anna Lindh Foundation for the Dia-
logue between Cultures was awarded the prize together with Sana Ben Achour,
President of the Tunisian Women Democrats Association of Tunisia, Jordi Pujol,
former President of the Catalonia Region, and Michel Vauzelle, President of the
Provence-Alpes Cote d'Azur Region, France. Present at this occasion together
with the President of EMUNI, was Nobel Prize Winner, Lech Walesa and Leila
Bouazouzi, sister of the young Tunisian man whose self-sacrifice sparked off
the so-called Arab Spring and the ‘Jasmine Revolution’.

During the international Institutional Forum with more than 200 participants,
including the Acting Secretary of the Union for the Mediterranean Prof. Lino
Caldarelli, various ministers from the Union for the Mediterranean, presidents
of regions, rectors and mayors of the Mediterranean. President Mifsud made a
formal proposal for the holding of an annual forum for youths in the Euro-Med-
iterranean region to be held together with the Union for the Mediterranean, the
European Parliament, the Union of Maghreb States, the Arab League, the Anna
Lindh Foundation and Arlem. This proposal was taken up as the sole decision
for the forum. The region of Sicily will take this initiative with effect from next
year. During the meeting EMUNI also held talks with a number of guests who
mentioned EMUNI in their presentations: These included Prof. Dr. Adib Saad
of Tishreen University in Syria (a member of EMUNI), HE Hassan Abouyoub,
Ambassador of Morocco to ltaly and former Director of the Programme for Re-
gional Policy of Morocco, Zouheir Merchaoui, Minister and Director of Cabinet
of the Union of Maghreb States, Mohamed Sadiki, President of the Regional
Council of Rabat-Sake-Zammour-Zaer, Avi Rabinovitch, Ministry of Regional
Cooperation of Israel, Prof. Mustafa Aydin, Chairman of the Board of Trustees
of Istanbul Aydn University, and Spyros Elenodorou, President of the Union
of Communities of Larnaka, Cyprus. Another meeting was held with Muzaffer
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Baca, Secretary General of the Eurasian Universities Union (EURAS). EMUNI
was invited to join this organisation and EURAS was invited to the EMUNI
General Assembly in Portugal.

Lisbon, Portugal, 16 - 17 May

EMUNI participated in the exploratory workshop on co-operation opportuni-
ties: Teaching intercultural dialogue and religious diversity in the Euro-Medi-
terranean.

The workshop was organised by the North-South Centre of the Council of Eu-
rope and the Swedish Institute in Alexandria in cooperation with the Anna
Lindh Foundation and the Aga Khan foundation in Portugal. Several organi-
sations and institutes gathered to exchange information and experience in
teaching intercultural dialogue and religious diversity. Presentations focused
on answering questions on where we stand on mapping the current situation
of institutions possibilities to support and strengthen education for intercultural
dialogue and religious diversity.

EMUNI’s intervention focused on more inclusion of the Universities in teach-
ing intercultural dialogue, religious diversity and democratic citizenship, call-
ing for more concrete in terms of capacity building, collaborative work and
cross-border cooperation between the institutions of the European Union and
universities in the southern rim of the Mediterranean. On the margins of the
workshop, EMUNI conducted several meetings in order to explore cooperation
horizons with representatives of North-South Centre of the Council of Europe,
the Anna Lindh Foundation, the Aga Khan Development Network delegation of
the Islamili centre, the European Wergeland Centre and the Swedish Institute
of Alexandria and UNESCO national commission of several Arab countries.
EMUNI was represented at this event by Mohamed Chatouani.

Cadiz, Spain, 16 - 20 May

The University of Cadiz (UCA) hosted the UCA internationalisation week, or-
ganized by the Department for International Relations and Cooperation through
the office of International Relations and Cooperation (ORI). The seminars in-
cluded lectures and presentations on several subject fields, such as the interna-
tional projects and integrated actions in the UCA, social and solidarity action at
the UCA, and management of quality in the international office of the UCA and
doctorate and master programmes at the UCA. Also presented were the lan-
guage teaching at the UCA, its library and the development of virtual campus.
The seminars provided the participants with an insight into the organization of
the internationalization procedures at the UCA, the overview of their activities
in this field and an example of good management in all areas.

Within the seminar, EMUNI discussed the possible joint MA programmes be-
tween UCA and EMUNI, as well as the possibility of the expansion of the
Erasmus Mobility agreement. The meetings also provided the opportunity to
exchange experience on international university activities at all levels.
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The Time of Speaking is Over; the Time of Doing is Waiting for us
Rome, Italy, 20 May

The meeting was organized following a call from Prof. Vincenzo Scotti, Presi-
dent of the Link Campus and ltalian Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs with a
full support of Prof. Joseph Mifsud. Present at the meeting were also H.E. Mr.
Franko Frattini, Minister of Italian Foreign Affairs, Samir Riyadh, Advisor to the
Minister of Higher Education and Minister of State for Science and Technology
(Egypt), Wajih M. Owais, Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research
(Jordan), Prof. Amr Jalal Al Adawi, President of the Beirut Arab University, Prof.
Nehale Farid Mustafa, Dean of the Business Faculty at the Beirut Arab Univer-
sity and a number of selective rectors and professors from different universities
of the Mediterranean, such as the Hacettepe University, Turkey, the Jordan
University of Science and Technology, Al Quds University, Palestine, Diplomatic
Academy of London, UK, Cyprus University of Technology, Cyprus, and more.
Participants stressed the need to concretizing Euro-Mediterranean cooperation
at the University level, focusing on the importance of creating a unified policy
within the universities. Prof. Scotti pointed out the idea that the cooperation be-
tween the Universities is the only way to have solid relation as well as concrete
and sustainable projects. The President Mifsud said: “... the time of speaking
is over, the time of doing is waiting for us ...”

The event was marked by the intervention of H.E. Franco Fratini, Italian Min-
ster of Foreign Affairs whom gave his full support to “fresh and energetic Euro-
Mediterranean initiative, such as EMUNI" highlighting the difficulties that en-
compass the Euro-Mediterranean region, and encouraging EMUNI to continue
its mission in favour of the higher education components in the Mediterranean.
Academic, Higher education experts and EMUNI network representatives all
emphasized the fundamental role of research and training for young people,
the principal objectives of which are: to insure jobs for the new generation, to
guarantee good quality of life for all and to promote new economical initiative
and cooperation coming from the South of the Mediterranean area. Elisabetta
Belloni from MFA Italy said “Europe needs to start new policies and new ac-
tions that are related to the South. In particular Europe has to be ready to make
good and integrated investments in the South of the Mediterranean, capital and
human investments .... This is the only way to generate a new development
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for all the Mediterranean area ...” Maurizio Melani (DG for Country Promotion),
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Italy, concentrated on the idea that the coopera-
tion between the universities is an important platform to project the youth to-
ward Europe and all over the World. Dr. Samir Riad, Advisor to the Minister of
Higher Education and Scientific Research (Egypt) highlighted the importance
of the circulation of knowledge. He continued to say that the knowledge and
best practices are the best guarantee for the realization of efficient processes of
Euro-Mediterranean integration, not only at the economic level.

Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research from Jordan Wajih M.
Owais expressed the idea that universities are the only the ones that can pro-
mote the knowledge related to the social and cultural process.

The event was concluded by a social activity where participants agreed to
repeat such meeting under the auspices of EMUNI in one of the Southern
Mediterranean Countries.

Maribor, Slovenia, 2 June

Intercultural dialogue and communication play an important role in the world
of global connectivity, being especially necessary in the Mediterranean region.
The EMUNI University was born under the auspices of the UfM along side of
EU proclaimed European Year of Intercultural Dialogue in 2008. The university
was invited to hold a lecture at the University of Maribor in the frame of the
Media day by providing good practices of European programmes of exchange
and mobility and presenting a documentary film on national projects of Malta,
FIVE and Euro-Mediterranean Dialogue Night. The event was prepared by the
Faculty for electrical engineering and computer science (FERI) with the main
organizer Assistant professor Jaka Polutnik. Several side events and meetings
were organized alongside the Media day, where students from the University
of Maribor presented their projects and works. The lecture was prepared and
held by Urska Cehner who is employed at the EMUNI University and is a young
researcher in several Mediterranean Issues, among them intercultural dialogue.
She was accompanied by Ms. Elena Vidal Garcia from University of Murcia,
who joined the EMUNI team under the 3 month exchange programme. Both
held side meetings with prof. Dr. Tatjana Waltzer DruZovec, the coordinator of
all the international offices of the University of Maribor and the head of inter-
national office at the FERI.In the fruitful discussions between Ms. Garcia Vidal
and prof. Waltzer, an interest of signing a Bilateral Agreement for Erasmus Mo-
bility was expressed. Several proposals were put on the table for the future co-
operation between the universities and this event marked reviving relationship
and cooperation between the University of Maribor and the EMUNI University.
The Media Day was marked with great success and universities agreed on the
second meeting to be held in Bonn, Germany and to have Rectors meetings in
the near future.
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14th CEIl Dubrovnik Diplomatic Forum on EU and its Neighbours: Prospects
and Challenges
Dubrovnik, Croatia, 1 - 4 June

The Annual Dubrovnik Diplomatic Forum started as an international conference
in the field of diplomacy and diplomatic training and over the years the forum
has grown into an annual CEl Feature event. Gathering high-state officials and
other experts, both practitioners and academics, as well as young diplomats,
this year’s 14th edition aimed at highlighting particular regional and inter-
regional aspects of a broader European and EU setting, where knowledge,
research and education stand at the very centre of strengthening regional co-
operation.

EMUNI Meeting in Athens
Athens, Greece, 5 June

The Vice-President of the European Parliament Mrs. Rodi Kratsa hosted the
President of EMUNI in Athens. They had a discussion and exchange of ideas
on issues of EMUNI. Among those issues was the cooperation with the Fran-
cophonic University Agency and the development of a Master’'s and PhD on
Euro-Mediterranean Studies.

Dr. Joseph Mifsud: the New Role of the European Union
6 June 2011

The cultural gap and the absence of the democracy in Europe can make us for-
get that “democracy means prosperity,” was stressed by Prof. Joseph Mifsud
as he analyzed the current difficult situation in Europe considering the eco-
nomic crisis, in particular the crisis in Europe, the migration issue and also the
future of Euro-Atlantic relations. He stressed that “in all these years Europe
created a rich and important economy with the exportation of goods. Now it is
the time to become rich in a spiritual way with the exportation of new ideas”.
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President of the EMUNI University in Israel
Israel, 11 June

President of the EMUNI University visited Israel. Many academic institutions in
Israel and in the Palestinian territories are members of EMUNI. Ambassador Sovi¢
met with Dr. Mifsud at the premises of the Embassy. Mr. Igor Pogacar, Head of
Slovenian Representative Office in Ramallah participated at the meeting.

International Academic Colloquium organised by the European Chair Jean
Monnet, University of the Aegean
Mytilene, Greece, 11 - 12 June

The Jean Monnet European Chair of the Aegean University prepared the col-
loquium in partnership with the Hellenic University Association for European
Studies (SWORDS) and with the Support of the General Secretariat of Aegean
and Island Policy, the French Institute of Athens & the French Embassy in
Greece, the European Commission Representation in Athens, the Region of
North Aegean and the European Parliament Information Office in Athens. An
Internationally organized scientific meeting focused on “The dilemma: enlarge-
ment or deepening of the U.S. in the Era of the Treaty of Lisbon.”

EMUNI in Sofia, Bulgaria
Sofia, Bulgaria, 7 - 10 June

During his first day in Sofia, the President of EMUNI had a meeting with Mrs
Tania Mihailova, Director of the Diplomatic Institute at the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs of Bulgaria, and with other Ministry of Foreign Affairs officials. During their
meeting, the two sides examined different ways of developing institutional co-
operation, including training of young diplomats and promoting regional co-op-
eration between the Black Sea and Mediterranean countries, as well as between
non-EU Balkan and Black Sea countries and the EU. EMUNI and the Diplomatic
Institute of the Bulgarian MFA signed a Memorandum of Cooperation.

Later on Prof. Mifsud gave a public lecture organized by the U.S. Embassy in
Sofia, the “Dialogue Europe Center of Excellence” (University of Sofia), The
Fulbright Commission in Bulgaria, and the Bulgarian Association for American
and Transatlantic Studies. The topic of the lecture was: “The European Neigh-
bourhood Policy: the South and East Dimensions”. This was attended by intel-
lectuals, academics, scholars and visiting journalists and diplomats.
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The second day began with a visit of Prof. Mifsud at the Sofia University, where
an EMUNI Day was organized. The President of EMUNI was welcomed by the
Vice Rector of the University, Prof. Anastas Gerdzikov, while a welcoming ad-
dress sent by the Minister of Education, Youth and Science, Prof. Sergei Ignatov,
was also read. Prof. Mifsud gave a lecture on the work and values of EMUNI,
attended by university officials, deans of Faculties, a series of ambassadors
(with the Ambassadors of Italy, Croatia and Turkey displaying a particularly
active interest on the work of EMUNI), as well as students coming from the
different Union for the Mediterranean countries. At the Sofia University, Prof.
Mifsud also had a discussion with Prof. Christo Matanov, EMUNI Contact Point,
Prof. Rumiana Marinova, who coordinated the visit to Bulgaria, and Dr. Rumen
Grigorov, Director of the International Relations, and Prof. Kostadin Grozev -
Director of the Dialogue Europe Center of Excellence at the Sofia University on
developing collaborative research and educational projects of mutual interest.
Prof. Mifsud had a working lunch with Sergei Ignatov, Minister of Education,
Science and Technology, with whom they discussed issues concerning higher
education in Bulgaria. Prof. Mifsud expressed his support for the Ministry’s re-
form policies, and his readiness to provide expert advice to the Ministry, based
on the extensive experience and institutional capabilities of EMUNI; other ways
of developing institutional cooperation between the Ministry and EMUNI were
also examined. Dr. Evelina Christova from the Ministry of Education, Science
and Technology of Bulgaria was also present throughout the visit in Sofia. Later
on Prof. Mifsud had a meeting with Prof. Andrei Pantev, member of the Bulgar-
ia's parliamentary commission on education and science, and a distinguished
Bulgarian intellectual. Prof. Mifsud commented upon those good parliamentary
practices needed in the area of educational reforms, known by the experience
of other national parliaments in Europe as well as by the European Parliament.
Prof. Mifsud’s last day began with a visit to the Sofia Synagogue, where he was
invited by the organisation of Bulgarian Jews, SHALOM. Prof. Mifsud was wel-
comed by Mr. Maxim Benvenisti, President of SHALOM, and other Bulgarian
Jewish dignitaries. Later on Prof. Mifsud held a meeting with Assoc. Prof. Julia
Stefanova, Director of the Fulbright Commission in Bulgaria, to discuss ways of
promoting co-operation and organizing common events between EMUNI and
the Fulbright Commission in Bulgaria. A common understanding was reached
on sending EMUNI students and teachers for this year event, on granting EMU-
NI ECTS credits to the courses in FISI-2011 and developing an EMUNI module
in FISI-2012 with at least 3 courses on themes, relevant to EMUNI’s subject
area. Prof. Mifsud also paid a visit to the New Bulgarian University, where he
was welcomed by Assoc. Prof. Liudmil Georgiev, Rector of the New Bulgarian
University, and Prof. Bogdan Bogdanov, Head of the University Committee of
Trustees, who expressed the New Bulgarian University’s desire to join EMUNI
and develop common activities.

Thessaloniki, Greece, 6 June

Given the current developments that unfold in the broader Mediterranean re-
gion, the timely topic of “Crisis Management in the Mediterranean” was the
theme of the EMUNI Day, which was successfully organized by the Euro-Med-
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iterranean University and the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki.

EMUNI Day's agenda included the following topics:

* The Orthodox Church in the broader Mediterranean area (Assoc. Prof. EI.
Labriniadis- Metropolite of Proussa);

» Water crisis in the Mediterranean (Assist. Prof. E. Kolokytha);

* Environmental and human security under climate change in the Mediterra-
nean (Prof. I. Ganoulis);

* Tourism development in crisis in the Mediterranean (Assist. Prof. S. Ko-
stopoulou);

« Environmental translation (Prof. E. Kasapi).

EMUNI day in Thessaloniki covered a very timely topic, “Management crisis in

the Mediterranean” which discussed the major challenges of the region, giving

emphasis on water, environment, tourism and the role of the orthodox church

in the area.

The need to manage the impact, evaluate the results and open a new way

to promote dialogue based on cooperation on knowledge on excellence on

research was highly revealed.

Joint actions of bringing together different institutions with common specialties

and provide synergies are strengths of EMUNI, which was highly emphasized

at the conference.

Interregional Roundtable
Portoroz, Slovenia, 21 June

As part of the common action of the national network of the Anna Lindh Foun-
dation and together with the Slovene Philanthropy and ZRC SAZU, the EMUNI
University organized an interregional roundtable on the development of suc-
cessful cooperation of local authorities, public institutions and the civil society
in the area of immigrant integration in the region of Primorska. Representatives
of the Slovene Philanthropy, ZRC SAZU, local organizations and schools were
participating. The discussion offered an insight into the issue of the integration
of immigrants, examined the ways, in which the civil society can contribute to
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the integration and provided good practical examples. The experience, shared
by the participants, contributed to trying to find practical and systematic so-
lutions for the development of an efficient support system and opportunities
for immigrants’ inclusion into the local community. The insightful conclusions
proved the need for more of such discussions in the future.

Dissolving Hurdles towards the Internationalisation of Higher Education in
Slovenia
Maribor, Slovenia, 23 June

The Rector of the Maribor University in Slovenia received Professor Joseph
Mifsud at the premises of the University of Maribor to discuss the possibilities
of stimulating activities of Slovene Universities, notably Maribor, in the activi-
ties of EMUNI.

The President of EMUNI emphasised the importance for EMUNI to work to-
gether with all Slovenian Universities with the aim to give the latter an interna-
tional dimension at its Euro-Mediterranean regional settings. Professor Danijel
Rebolj, Rector of the Maribor University, accompanied with Vice-Rector Profes-
sor Lu€ka Lorber and other members of Faculty, stressed the need to “concre-
tise” partnership between the two institutions. In this regards, several initiative
of common interests were suggested in order to stimulate Maribor University
‘s cooperation with Southern Mediterranean Universities by creating Masters
degree and Doctorate Programmes under the auspices of EMUNI in study areas
within the Union for the Mediterranean framework.

The Maribor University is one of the leading Universities in Slovenia, with some
30 000 Students. It is the second largest University in Slovenia, aiming to pro-
vide an internationally recognised high quality higher education for its Slovene
and overseas students.
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MakeLearn International Conference 2011
Celje, Slovenia, 24 June

Professor Joseph Mifsud addressed the participants of the “Management,
Knowledge and Learning International Conference”, organised by the Interna-
tional School for Social and Business Studies in Celje, Slovenia. Professor Mif-
sud emphasised the importance of the conference, outlining EMUNI readiness
to give its full support to such initiatives.

On the margins of the conference, a meeting was conducted with Professor
Dusan Lesjak, the Former State Secretary for Higher Education and Scientific
Research in the Republic of Slovenia. Prof. Lesjak stressed a need to revive
EMUNI’s cooperation with the Slovenian Universities towards building stronger
bonds between Slovenian Universities and members of the EMUNI Network.

Mednarodna akulieta

za druzbene in poslavne fudije
Intermationat School fae
Socialz Lksarisis Stuc s

The International School for Social and Business Studies in Celje is a young but
perspective faculty, which offers contemporary and internationally comparable
study programmes, interesting for students as well as its wider social-economic
environment. Despite its short existence the faculty has already achieved local,
national and international recognition.

Morocco meets Slovenia
Ljubljana, Slovenia, 23 June

EMUNI was invited to the 1st Moroccan open day in Slovenia. The event was
organised by the Moroccan Embassy in Vienna and Honorary Consul in Ljublja-
na, who gave an opportunity to the Slovene society to learn not only about the
investments capabilities, but to have a taste of the diversified culture, ancient
history and potentials of Morocco.

The open day was attended by members of the Slovene Government, parlia-
mentarians, and representatives of Slovene companies and members of the
diplomatic corps.

EMUNI is contributing to establish a Euro-Mediterranean University in the me-
dieval city of Fez and can play a significant role in linking Moroccan Universi-
ties to their Slovene counterparts as a partner of several universities and Higher
Education institutions in Morocco. Professor Mifsud discussed cooperation
possibilities between Morocco and EMUNI. Other meetings were conducted,
notably with Dr. Peter Novak from the Institute for Higher Technologies and
Systems and Prof. Mohamed Benhammou, President of the African Federation
for Strategic Studies.
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EMUNI Commission for Study Affairs & EMUNI Senate Session
Barcelona, Spain, 15 June

The Headquarters of the Union for the Mediterranean (UfM) hosted the 7th
Session of the EMUNI Commission for Study Affairs and the 8th Session of the
EMUNI Senate.

Prof. llan Chet from the Union for Mediterranean Secretariat, welcomed the
EMUNI members and presented the Division of Higher Education and Re-
search of the UfM.

Prof. Mifsud highlighted the important role that EMUNI is playing within the
framework of the UfM and the commitment of EMUNI to achieve the objectives
of the UfM and to reinforce the cooperation between both institutions.

The two institutions are working together in order to establish an excellent
educational culture within the Euro-Mediterranean region. This is the key to
addressing challenges in other sectors and formulating a professional and ac-
commodating way of thinking.

During the session of the Senate and the Commission for Study Affairs, the
attendees, rectors and professors of EMUNI member institutions discussed the
activities of the Education Department of the EMUNI University. In particular,
they were discussing the EMUNI master study programmes that EMUNI Uni-
versity will launch in the academic Year 2011-2012.

In the Heart of the Mediterranean
Malta, 24 June

EMUNI University held a first official meeting with the Institute of Tourism
Studies, Malta’s only professional and higher education institution that meets
the changing need for the tourism industry in the Maltese islands. The univer-
sity and the institute established first contact at the ERACON conference in
Greece and soon after they signed the bilateral Erasmus agreement and the
agreement for cooperation in various common fields. The meeting was attend-
ed by the Head of the International Office and the editor of the Institute’s Jour-
nal Mr. Raymond Vassalo, the coordinator of the Centre for Cultural and Herit-
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age Studies and lecturer Dr. Vincent Zammit, Prof. Dr. David Pace, a lecturer in
Environmental Management and others. The following discussions were raised:
to develop cultural heritage around the Mediterranean, especially in relation to
the UNESCO world heritage sites; exchange of good practices through cultural
routes with innovation and diffusion of knowledge and a training seminar for
tourist guides and researches in tourism sector. In autumn, the first common
event shall be organized as a focal meeting on peace tourism, inviting experts
and researches that are specialists in various interdisciplinary fields related
to tourism and political studies in the Mediterranean region. The focal meet-
ing should be a brainstorming session of the new concept of peace tourism
and shall produce recommendations for future study related programmes. The
EMUNI University and the Institute will exchange the articles of experts from
both institutions for the WELCOME Journal of the Institute of Tourism Studies
and the Journal IJEMS of the University.

27 June 2011

Civil society players acting for democracy and freedoms from the Euro-Medi-

terranean region held discussions at the Tunis Exchange Forum, a region-wide

meeting held in Tunis to exchange experiences, best practices and project ideas

as well as to build partnerships.

The Forum, organised by the Anna Lindh Foundation, discussed three main

themes:

* Creativity for Change: Culture and Artistic Expression;

» Spreading Ideas: Global and Social Media for Social Expression

» Spaces for Participation: Civil Society Development, Dialogue and Tools for
Citizenship

“The Tunis Exchange Forum” is organised as part of the Anna Lindh initiative

“Believe in Dialogue, Act for Citizenship - Exchanging Practices on Participa-

tion and Democracy”, which aims at exchanging good practices and debate

about citizenship and democracy among cultural operators, non-governmental

organizations, media and young activists at the Euro-Med level as well as em-

powering and building the capacities of member organizations of the Anna

Lindh civil society networks.

Republic of Tunisia, Tunis, 25 June

Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research.

The Minister of Higher Education and Scientific research, Dr Refaat Chaabouni,
received Professor Joseph Mifsud at the Premises of the ministry. Talks with
the Minister focused on opening a new chapter in EMUNI’s cooperation with
the republic of Tunisia in the Higher Education field. Professor Joseph Mifsud,
listened with great deal of interest to the Minister’s significant assessment on
how Republic of Tunisia is currently perceiving the efforts of EMUNI in bridg-
ing the division of various components of the Euro-Mediterranean space at the
level of Higher Education and Scientific Research.

Euro-Mediterranean University



Report 2011 131

Professor Joseph Mifsud, accompanied by Professor Jilani Lamloumi, member
of the EMUNI Senate and Professor Touhami Andouli, Senior Adviser to the
President, assured the Tunisian Minister that EMUNI as an official institution
of the Union for the Mediterranean has a role to play in light of the democratic
changes in Tunisia; through intensifying EMUNI cooperation with Tunisian Uni-
versities and Civil Society associations, Tunisia can become the hub of EMUNI
South-South Cooperation strategy, by establishing an observatory of Euro-
Mediterranean Studies to be opened in Tunisia. A Framework convention of
cooperation was signed by both parties at the end of the meeting.

The Republic of Tunisia is one of the most active countries in the framework of
the Union for the Mediterranean, notably in cooperation in Higher Education.
Universities, such as Sousse and Ghabess University, were founders of EMUNI.

Germany Meets Slovenia: EMUNI Participation at the Forum for Young Leaders
Berlin, Germany, 22 - 28 June

The Institute for Cultural Diplomacy established the program “Germany Meets
Slovenia” to strengthen bilateral relations between the two countries and se-
cure their positions. For these objectives, it organized a one-week forum in
Berlin for young leaders of both countries. Consequently, the event was among
the other aims dedicated to the 20th anniversary of the independency of the
Republic of Slovenia. Several speakers gave their speech on various topics,
however in the highlight there were Slovenian and German cultural, political
and economic relations.
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The opening of the event was made by the founder and executive director of the
ICD Mark Donfried, who spoke about the role of cultural diplomacy in the EU
and between Slovenia and Germany. Apart from the knowledge and informa-
tion based approach, the programme also invited participants to visit organiza-
tions and institutions, who work in Germany enhancing cooperation between
countries. Among them was the visit to the Embassy of Slovenia, where the
participants were welcomed by the Ambassador of the Republic of Slovenia to
Germany H.E. Mitja Drobni¢, who gave a speech on the general relations and
activities of the Embassy. A visit and lectures have been also organized at the
Berlin Philharmonic where Ms. Larissa Israel provided speech on the cultural
relations. Furthermore, the Slovenian young artist Katja Sudec presented her
work and gave analytical presentation on the relations between the countries as
well as pointed out difficulties in finding a dialogue on the ground in Slovenia.
The event was adjourned with a reception at the Foreign Ministry with the State
minister H.E. Cordelia Pieper and Ambassador to Slovenia delivering a speech
on the 20 anniversary of Slovenian independency and highlighting relations
between the countries. German Meets Slovenia was supported by the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of Slovenia, represented by Ms. Anja Fabiani.

The EMUNI University played an active role and
participated at the number of the events during the
Forum. As a young leader and participant to the
event, Urska Cehner held a speech on bilateral rela-
tions between both countries on joint projects in cli-
mate change, cultural and education exchange pro-
grammes. Additionally, president of EMUNI Univer-
sity was invited to present the future opportunities
for the cooperation between Germany and Slovenia
through the Euro-Mediterranean University. Several
meetings have taken place and discussion on future
cooperation. The president of the EMUNI University
and Executive director Mark Donfried had the first
official meeting, which has revealed in successful
outcomes of the initiatives put forward:

* EMUNI invited to participate as a partner at the
September ICD event on Peace keeping;

* EMIR Course of EMUNI University to be held at
the premises of ICD in Berlin;

» Establishment of the portal for the Exchange of
Interns;

* Joint collaboration for the follow up meeting on

Germany meets Slovenia in Autumn 2011.
The forum “Germany Meets Slovenia” has to the
great extent succeeded in its objectives by estab-
lishing good interdisciplinary network of students
and young professionals in both countries.
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Bonn, Germany, 29 June - 2 July 2011

The German national agency DAAD is the academic exchange organization,
dealing with international programmes, exchanges and project work all around
the world. It supports several ways of education, such as vocational training, de-
velopment projects, exchange of researchers and students and volunteer work.
DAAD held their annual conference of HDI in Germany, inviting Erasmus coor-
dinators from other EU countries and Turkey. The aim of HEI in Germany and
DAAD is to increase the Erasmus Mobility. Therefore they have launched several
programmes and conducted various research projects to foster mobility. In gen-
eral there was about 69 000 active incoming and outgoing Erasmus mobility
individuals in Germany in 2009/2010, stated Dr. Siegbert Wuttig, Director of
the national agency for EU programmes for HEI at DAAD.

Since the programme was launched in 1987, there were only 3000 Eras-
mus students. The number incresed to 200 000 in 2009/10. Erasmus is the
world’s most successful student exchange programme and, on current trends,
the aim of the Commission is to reach the target of 3 000 000 Erasmus stu-
dents until 2012/13.

The event in Bonn was an overview of the DAAD activities and the issues
raised by German universities on the problems and challenges they face with
the programme. The conference also invited representatives from the European
Commission, Adam Tyson, and Johannes Gehringer, who gave a presentation
on the improvements and upgraded Erasmus programme that is going to be
launched in the next period 2014-2020.

The EMUNI University attended the conference in order to enlarge its Erasmus
network and sign future bilateral agreement with German institutions. At a meet-
ing with Dr. Markus Symmank from the DAAD for Erasmus Programmes, he pro-
vided EMUNI with the instructions on how to approach the German system. The
EMUNI University invited the representatives of DAAD to the future event held
in Autumn in Germany in cooperation with the Institute for Cultural Diplomacy.

Nyenrode Business University, Netherlands, 2 July

The Nyenrode Business University, Netherlands, hosted the 11th Session of
the EMUNI Management Board.

Prof. Maurits Van Rooijen, Rector of the Nyenrode Business University and
Chairman of the EMUNI Management Board, welcomed the EMUNI members.
He presented the main activities of the Nyenrode University, which hosts stu-
dents from all over the world. He also took the opportunity to support EMUNI
University, outlining the important and crucial mission that EMUNI University
has to enhance the cooperation within the region, reinforcing north-south and
south-south mobility of ideas and expertise.

Furthermore, Prof. Mifsud highlighted the important role that all the universi-
ties involved in the EMUNI network are playing in this particular moment. The
EMUNI network is establishing an environment that will stimulate new connec-
tion with different nations and cultures in an academic sphere. He stressed the
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importance of an Euro-Mediterranean coop-
eration at the academic level focusing on the
importance of creating a unified policy within
the universities.

During the session of the EMUNI Management
Board the activities of the EMUNI University
were discussed. In particular the future activi-
ties that the EMUNI University will launch in
the Academic Year 2011-2012.

Chairman of the EMUNI Management Board attends the Arab and European
Universities President’s Meeting
University of Groningen, The Netherlands, 3 - 6 July 2011

Maurits Von Rooijen, Chairman of the Management Board of EMUNI attended
the AEUA meeting to discuss the possible role of EMUNI in this organisation
and to foster new links for EMUNI with the Presidents of Arab Universities.
AEUA was founded in 1998 for the purpose of advancing, facilitating and
stimulating collaboration between universities in European and Arab countries.
AEUA welcomed approximately 75 Arab and European University Presidents
at the AEUA Presidents’ Meeting. They discussed topics of mutual interest,
involvement and the possibilities of closer cooperation. The meeting offerered
high level networking opportunities to meet counterparts and other important
stakeholders and focused on:

Quality Assurance, Accreditation and Governance; Internationalisation of High-
er Education and Linking Higher Education and the Labour Market effectively.
A significant number of EMUNI members attended this meeting.

Erasmus Staff Training Week: Internationalisation at the University of Lisbon
Lisbon, Portugal, 27 June - 1 July

The University of Lisbon hosted the 2nd Erasmus Staff Mobility week. The
theme of the seminar was internationalisation and it was organised by the
rectorate’s External Relations Unit. The training week included seminars and
workshops with a focus on the university’s international cooperation. The top-
ics included cooperation with China, Africa and USA, quality assurance and re-
search support. In addition, Erasmus and Leonardo Da Vinci programmes were
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presented along with the University’s newly established shared services office.
In the frame of the seminar a roundtable was organised, in which the par-
ticipants presented their universities and how they operate internationally. The
EMUNI University gave a presentation to other participants and the university
staff. During the presentation, EMUNI's unique position was showed in terms
of its network of universities in the Euro-Mediterranean area as well as its aim
to increase the international mobility of researchers and students.

EMUNI met with the Finance office as well as the International Relations Unit,
where common experiences were shared with the Lisbon University staff.

48th Commencement Ceremony at Beirut Arab University
Beirut, Lebanon, 30 June

Professor Joseph Mifsud was invited by the President of Beirut Arab University
to attend the graduation ceremony of BAU. The ceremony was attended by rep-
resentatives of all political personalities in Beirut, members of parliament and
presidents of Lebanese universities. In his speech Dr Amr El Adawi mentioned
the strong collaboration between EMUNI and BAU.

Brussels: The Seventh Framework Programme Meeting
Brussels, Belgium, 6 - 7 July

EMUNI was invited to participate as a possible consortium builder and as a
consortium partner to a seminar on Conflict and peace in a changing interna-
tional context: Funding opportunities, matchmaking, networking in FP7.

Ms. Angela Liberatore, European Commission, DG Research and Innovation,
and Angela Schindler - Daniels, PT-DLR, SSH NCP and Coordinator of NET-
4SOCIETY, Germany, made a presentation of how new consortia and calls can
be developed for the 7th Framework programme.

In particular research and funding opportunities in FP7 and Policy context,
funding opportunities/schemes and the forthcoming calls for proposals were
defined by Angela Liberatore and by Eva-Maria Engdahl, European Commis-
sion, DG Enterprise and Industry, Security Research and Development.

The sessions also included a foresight session: Peace and Security as Evolving
Concepts with distinguished panel members:

* Andrea Ricci, European External Action Service;

* Carlo Sessa, Institute of Studies for the Integration of Systems (ISIS), Italy;

* Martina Weitsch, Quaker Council for European Affairs;
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* Ben Hayes, Statewatch, UK;

» Karin Aggestam, Lund University, Sweden;

» Stephan Kampelmann / Ton van Naersen, Internationalist Foundation;

* Therese Rosenfeld, Project Manager, United Nations University Institute for
Environment and Human Security.

EMUNI also attended a parallel session entitled: Regions and regionalization

and their impact on stability, democracy, security and peace. The panel in-

cluded also Ghia Nodia, Ilia State University, Georgia, Ademola Abass, UNU-

CRIS, Head of the Peace and Security programme Wolfgang Zellner, Institute

for Peace Research and Security Policy, Germany and Barbara Nicoletti, CDG

Labouratory - Scuola Superiore Sant’Anna, ltaly.

London, United Kingdom, 4 - 5 July

A strategic meeting with the participation of EMUNI was held in London,
chaired by Prof. Edward Acton, Vice Chancellor of one of the EMUNI members
(the University of East Anglia, UK). The meeting, which was attended by a
number of UK and Foreign Experts, was aimed at developing a global strategy
for the institution. EMUNI contributed with a number of proposals focusing on
the Mediterranean, including the ‘Arab Spring’, joint accreditation, student-
scholars exchanges, and quality education with joint certification. The London
Academy of Diplomacy at UEA London developed a number of postgraduate
qualifications to meet the needs of members of the London Diplomatic Corps,
staff of various ministries, staff of multinational corporations, non-governmen-
tal organisations, media and graduates aspiring to an international career.
The diplomacy programmes distinguish themselves by responding to the
professional learning needs of governments, organisations and multinational
corporations, who need better trained officials to help them achieve their
objectives in promoting business and trade. Thus, the teaching of economic
diplomacy, management, intercultural bilingual communication, protocol and
etiquette as well as ethics are essential to the training of diplomats and manag-
ers in the corporate sector. EMUNI will also provide a number of key experts
to these courses.

Pore¢, Croatia, 8 July

The EMUNI University attended the third meeting of the ARLEM’s Commission
for Economic, Social and Territorial Affairs with an intervention of Dr. Mifsud
on: “The role of small and medium enterprises in the Mediterranean” and “The
preservation and enhancement of cultural heritage in the Mediterranean”. The
two topics fall into the frame of the priorities of the Union for the Mediterranean
and are especially acute at the present moment.

The panellists discussed the possibilities for enhancement of development of
small and medium enterprises in the Mediterranean, since SME can and will
be a catalyst for quality development of economies of the area. The discus-
sion was also directed at the possibilities of providing of funding of SME’s and
some good practices were presented. Both topics were especially interesting to
EMUNI University representatives.
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Meeting of the Euro-Mediterranean
Regional and Local Assembly

Reunion de I'Assemblée Regionale
t Locale Euro-Médit

Prof. Dr. Joseph Mifsud gave an insight into the work of EMUNI and its member
institutions, which can provide not only academic knowledge, but also qual-
ity expertise in a number of fields, covered in the discussions. Dr. Mifsud as
a panellist on the topic of preservation of cultural heritage also informed the
ARLEM ECOTER members about a team composed of several EMUNI member
institutions’ experts, that is in the process of developing a shared curriculum on
Cultural Heritage, which is especially important in the Mediterranean area, well
described by the ECOTER Co-Chair Mr. Jakov¢i¢ as “the home of the world”.

Eastern dimension of Mobility
Warsaw, Poland, 6 - 7 July

The European Commission and the Polish Presidency of the Council of the
European Union organised a conference on the Eastern dimension of mobil-
ity. EMUNI participated in this conference that was organised as a part of the
Eastern Partnership and dedicated to the issue of the mobility of students,
professors, researchers, youth, and cultural actors.

The EMUNI intervention highlighted its experience in the student mobility in
the Mediterranean in the last three years, calling for unified efforts for more
inclusive mobility flows in higher education field between the European Union
and non-EU states under a set of policy that bring together the east and west,
the north and the south.

EMUNI conducted several meetings on the margins of the conference, notably
with representatives of the Ministry of Education, Republic of Moldova, the
European Policies for researchers EURAXESS, the Academic Cooperation As-
sociation and the German Academic Exchange Service.

Meeting with the Euro-Mediterranean Institute of Risk Science in Paris
Paris, France, 7 July
EMUNI University met with Prof Catherine Vesperini, President of the Euro-

Mediterranean Institute of Risk Science (IEMSR), to discuss the Master Pro-
gramme the two institutions are developing together.
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IEMSR is the first higher education establishment to train risk managers, pro-
fessionals, who specialise in identification, prevention and management of risks
in industry and for local authorities. Such actions are of crucial importance in
the Euro-Mediterranean area, which is currently facing extreme changes.

With IEMSR, the EMUNI University is developing a Master Study Programme
in Risk Science, which will educate Euro-Mediterranean students as well as
private and public employees in risk management. The two institutions dis-
cussed the details and prospects of the common Master, as well as the pos-
sibilities for further cooperation.

The Geopolitical and Strategic Consequences of the Arab Revolts
Marrakesh, Morocco, 13 July

EMUNI participated at a forum in the Moroccan Centre for Strategic Studies
and the African Federation for Strategic Studies, organised by the President of
CMES, Prof. Mohamed Benhammou.

It was aimed at discussing the ‘Arab Spring’ repercussions on socio-economic
and educational issues of the Union for the Mediterranean and throughout the
Maghreb and Mashreq regions. Present for this select seminar amongst oth-
ers, were the Director General of the Royal Institute of International Relations
(Egmont) of Belgium, Ambassador Marc Trenteseau, President of the Strategic
Research Institute Emanuel Dupuy, Director of the International Institute for
Strategic Studies Dr. Adam Ward (UK), Prof. Gustavo Gagliardi, President of
the Study Centre for Infrastructure Clusters in the Mediterranean, Jochen Hip-
pler, Institute for Development and Peace of Germany and Jose Maria Gil, a top
expert in Mediterranean policies from Spain.

The themes discussed centred on the issues of security, mobility, education,
and the six priorities of the Union for the Mediterranean. A joint communiqué
was issued at the end of the seminar, which will be presented in the near
future at the European Parliament. EMUNI also signed a memorandum of un-
derstanding with the Moroccan Centre for Strategic Studies to conduct a joint
research in the EMIR modules and to define a number of joint seminars in the
next year.
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African Education Summit
Rabat, Morocco, 12 — 13 July

EMUNI attended the African Education Summit, which is a landmark event
aimed at directly improving the quality of education with a particular focus on
increasing investment and access to technology. The event was held under the
patronage of the Moroccan Ministry of Education.

The debate at the conference focused on the way the educational institutions
can accelerate economic and social development in Africa by strengthening
investment in education from teaching and research to ICT and institutional
development (libraries, laboratories, information systems) to infrastructure and
capacity building.

3

Ministers and Deputy Ministers of Education from across Africa evaluated their
government’s strategy for investment in improving the quality of and access to
education. They also shared with the audience the opportunities for partner-
ship and cooperation with the private sector and the development community.
During the event the president of EMUNI met with H.E. Ahmed Akhchichine -
Minister of Education, Morocco, with the Hon. Mr David Coltart - Minister for
Education, Sports, Arts & Culture, Zimbabwe, with Hon. Mariama Sarr - Cee-
say - Minister for Higher Education & Scientific Research, The Gambia, with Dr
Jean Pierre Ezin - Commissioner for Human Resources, Science & Technology,
African Union, with Dr Cheick Diarra -Chairman, Microsoft Africa, with Dr Driss
QOuaouicha - President of Al Akhawayn University, a member of the EMUNI
senate and with Prof. Olugbemiro Jegede —Secretary - General, Association of
African Universities.

Present for the event were: African ministries of education and ministries of sci-
ence & technology, African universities, research institutes and technology net-
works, inter-governmental organisations and multilateral financial institutions,
private sector companies, ICT leaders and investors, international foundations
dedicated to African education programmes and development agencies,

On the margins of the Summit, the President of EMUNI and the President of
the University of Fes met to discuss a number of joint activities that they will
be taking together with the Union for the Mediterranean. A joint meeting was
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also held with Mr. Abdelhafid Debbarh, Secretary General of the Ministry of
National Education, of Higher Education, Training and of Scientific Research of
the Kingdom of Morocco. It was agreed that President Mifsud and Mr. Debbarh
will meet again to discuss EMUNI activities in the Maghreb. President Farissi of
Fez and President of the University Ibn Zohr of Agadir also met with President
Mifsud to discuss joint programmes in the Union for the Mediterranean which
will be presented to the UfM secretariat in Barcelona.

Successful Completion of the Second International Summer School: Learn to
innovate in Global Business
Celje, Slovenia, 8 July

The International School of Social and Business Studies (ISSBS) successfully
completed the second International Summer School titled ‘Learn to Innovate
and Global Business” within the 4th Euro-Mediterranean Summer Semester of
the EMUNI University. Thirty-three students from ten countries left the sum-
mer school enriched with new knowledge and unique international experience.
During the Summer School, held from 27 June to 8 July, the students were lis-
tening to professors from Morocco, Germany, Slovenia and Poland, and learned
about various aspects of entrepreneurship and international business. One of
the aims of the Summer School was to create an interactive and dynamic learn-
ing environment that was practical and problem-oriented. By actively partici-
pating in the teamwork and creativity workshop and the simulation of market
developments workshop they developed their own entrepreneurship skills, in-
novation and creativity.

A key focus of the Summer School was to develop participants’ innovation and
creativity in order to be able to better identify and develop international busi-
ness opportunities. Innovative business ideas are the basis for the successful
launch and continued growth of new businesses.

In addition to Slovenian students, summer school participants were students
from partner higher education institutions in Portugal, Denmark, Germany, Po-
land and Morocco. Organisation and implementation of an international Sum-
mer School is a part of ISSBS’ aim for a greater internationalization in its
activities.
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Mediterranean Prize for EMUNI
Lauria, Italy, 16 - 17 July

The first Vice President of the European Parliament Gianni Pittella honoured
EMUNI and its president with the Mediterranean Prize on Intercultural Dia-
logue, Higher Education and Research.

Amongst those, who received the award this year, was also Abdouli Touhami,
advisor to EMUNI and an academic of the University of Sousse in Tunisia, for
his role in the Jasmin Revolt in Tunisia, H.E. Wacir Owaijs, the Minister for
Higher Education, Science and Technology of Jordan, and Magdi C. Allam,
MEP and international journalist.

A public debate was also held, in which the opportunities and challenges of
the Arab Spring were discussed with ambassadors, authorities and the general
public, who attended the event in Lauria. A pact of Lauria on the development
of real partnership in the Union for the Mediterranean was also launched on
this occasion.

First Official Meeting between EMUNI President and the New Secretary
General of the UfM, Youssef Amrani
18 July 2011

Joseph Mifsud had the first official meeting with Mr. Youssef Amrani, the new
Secretary General of the Secretariat of the Union for the Mediterranean.

Mr. Amrani is the outgoing Secretary General of Foreign Affairs and Coopera-
tion at the Ministry of Morocco. In his diplomatic career he was a Consul in
Barcelona (Spain) from and Ambassador to Colombia, Chile and Mexico. The
new Secretary General of the UfM has participated actively in the creation of
the Union for the Mediterranean, having been a member of the SOM.
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At the first meeting, the President of EMUNI presented the work of EMUNI
and the challenges and initiatives, which are taking place at the moment with-
in the UfM. President Mifsud invited H.E. Amrani to attend the next EMUNI
meeting in Brussels and in Lisbon. The Secretary General pledged his full sup-
port to EMUNI and asked EMUNI to help him come forward with initiatives
for a better understanding and better knowledge of what is required from the
UfM. Present for the meeting was Prof. llan Chet, Deputy Secretary General of
the Union for the Mediterranean in charge of Higher Education, Science and
Technology.

18 July 2011

H.E. Dr. Wajih Owais, Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research
met with the President of EMUNI on the margins of the Mediterranean Prize
in Lauria.

In a joint meeting, also attended by the Vice President of the European Parlia-
ment Gianni Pittella, it was decided that the Ministry of Higher Education and
Scientific Research in Jordan would take a more active part in EMUNI’s activi-
ties and that an EMUNI office would be hosted in Jordan, so that initiatives
could be better served and followed in the region.

An official visit of EMUNI to Jordan is being planned to coincide with the sign-
ing of an MOU which would consolidate this partnership.

Barcelona, Spain, 18 July

The Union for the Mediterranean (UfM) and the OECD Local Economic and
Employment Development (LEED) programme, in collaboration with the City
of Barcelona, co-organised an expert meeting to discuss pathways for employ-
ment and skills strategies in the Mediterranean region. The expert meeting
aimed at bringing together Ministries of Labour, Ministries of Higher Educa-
tion and Training, and local practitioners to discuss skills development and
its link to the local job creation, SMEs development, entrepreneurship and
sustainable growth. Countries in the UfM region were given the opportunity
to join forces to discuss skills availability, skills upgrading, skills mismatch,
skills for new areas of employment growth and the integration of skills and
employment plans for solid youth employment strategies and SME’s growth.
The meeting also discussed operational pathways to address the large youth
unemployment as well as skills development for women integration on local
labour markets.

In a panel, chaired by the European Investment Bank representative within
the UfM, Fernando de la Fuente, Joseph Mifsud made a presentation on two
proposals that EMUNI has concretely put forward. The first was on the launch-
ing of a foresight exercise throughout the UfM on skills needs and matching
training re-skilling programme needed and secondly the launching of the new
ENPI funded post-graduate UfM programme in Mediterranean Business devel-
opment Initiative training. In the panel, Prof. Dominique Chesnaeu from the
Euro-Mediterranean Institute of Risk, IEMSR of France, and a partner of EMU-
NI made a presentation of the new EMUNI master in Risk Science, adopted
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in the last senate meeting. Tatjana Krylova, Head of Division of UNCTAD and
Rashid Bibars from the BDC in Jordan also made case study presentations. On
the margins of the meeting, the President of EMUNI also held discussions with
other members of the Secretary General Secretariat in line with EMUNI objec-
tives for the coming year.

Official Visit of the President of EMUNI and the Deputy Secretary General of
the Union for the Mediterranean to the European Investment Bank
Luxembourg, 19 July

President Joseph Mifsud and Deputy Secretary General of the UfM, Prof. llan
Chet visited the European Investment Bank in Luxembourg for a discussion of
the role and vision of the EIB towards the Mediterranean.

The EIB is the Mediterranean region’s main financial partner, with more than
EUR 10 Billion invested since 2002. The facility for Euro-Mediterranean In-
vestment and Partnership (Femip) is its financial arm in the region. The meet-
ing was held with loannis Kaltsas, Head of Division, Policy and Trust Funds Di-
vision, Directorate for Operations outside the EU and with Julien Serre, FEMIP
Trust Fund Management Officer, Policy and Trust Funds Division.

In the discussions, it was noted that both EMUNI and the EIB have the same
objectives i.e. cleaning the Mediterranean, renewable energy, land and sea
motorways, SMEs, as drivers of growth in the Mediterranean. It was agreed
to work hand in hand with the secretariat of the UfM to develop training pro-
grammes, share experts and define internships which would bring EMUNI
closer to the EIB.
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Doctoral Research Seminar: Civil Rights Protection and the Rights of Migrants
in the Framework of the Mediterranean Cooperation
Genoa, Italy, 18 - 23 July

The University of Genoa, Faculty of Political Sciences.
This seminar was organised in line with the EMUNI calls made during the last
General Assembly in Ankara. A number of academics and doctoral students
from the Mediterranean convened in Genoa for this research seminar, which
was opened by Prof.G. Deferrari, Rector of the University of Genoa, and by the
EMUNI delegate to the University, Prof. M. Marsonet, Vice - Rector for Inter-
national Relations and attended also by Prof. M. A. Falchi, Faculty of Political
Sciences — DISPOS.
Prof. G. Giliberti (University of Urbino, Member of EMUNI University's Senate)
delivered a speech about the EMUNI University and Euro-Mediterranean Rela-
tions and Prof. P CELLE (University of Genoa) spoke about the Right of Asylum
- Towards a Common European System - Impact on the Mediterranean Area.
Other speakers apart from the doctoral students that came from Italy, Morocco,
Tunisia, Algeria, Poland and Austria, amongst others included Prof. F. Munari
(University of Genoa), who spoke about the Directive 2004/38 on Movement
of EU Citizens as applied by the EU Courts.

Another interesting presentation was made by Dr. M. Palma (President of the
Council of Europe’s Committee on the Prevention of Torture). Prof. A. Siniscalco
made a presentation on Asylum, Immigration and Integration of Migrants, and
Visa/border Control in the EU.
Prof. S. Spiga (University of Annaba - Algeria) spoke about Migrants (University
of Genoa), while another contribution was made by the well-known Moroccan
Academic and a keynote speaker at a number of EMUNI events, Prof. A. Sed-
jari (University of Rabat - Morocco). The President of EMUNI spoke about the
European Neighbourhood; the Mediterranean Perspective. President Mifsud
also had meetings with Prof. Palumbo and with the Rector of the University
of Genoa and it was agreed to hold a joint event on the Middle East issues in
Genoa in the near future. President Mifsud also invited the Rector of Genoa to
attend the General Assembly of EMUNI in Lisbon in November. The President
also met with all the doctoral students with a general discussion about future
initiatives that can be taken by EMUNI in their regard.
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Prof. Mifsud attends a Reception in Honour of the Palestinian President at the
Secretariat of the UfM
Barcelona, Spain, 20 July

Prof. Joseph Mifsud attended a visit of the President of the National Palestinian
Authority, H.E. Mr. Mahmoud Abbas, to the headquarters of the Union for the
Mediterranean’s Secretariat in Barcelona.

The Secretary General of the UfM, H.E. Mr. Youssef Amrani, welcomed the
Palestinian President and introduced the five Deputies Secretaries Generals
and the Egyptian Co-President to him and to his delegation.

After that, a briefing meeting took place between the UfM Staff and its partner-
ship -among them, the EMUNI University - and the Palestinian delegation. The
Secretary General took this opportunity to brief the President on UfM Secretar-
iat, its different divisions and the projects which are being currently developed.
Especially, he highlighted the building of a Desalination Facility for the Gaza
Strip, the first project to be “labeled” by the UfM last June which will have a
direct impact on the lives of millions in the middle east and not only in Gaza.

The President gave a short speech to reiterate the support of the Palestin-
ian Authority to the Union for the Mediterranean’s ideals and partnership and
its continued efforts to promote joint projects in the region. Furthermore, he
showed the support and engagement of the Palestinian Government for the
implementation of the Gaza Desalination Project.

Prof. llan Chet, Deputy Secretary General for Higher Education and Research,
explained the projects studied by the division, such as several Master and
Ph.D. programmes, promoted together with the EMUNI University.

EMUNI invited Ms. Nuria Jové, Professional Assistant in the UfMs Division of
Higher Education and Research
Portoroz, Slovenia, 25 July

EMUNI invited Ms. Ndria Jové, professional assistant in the secretariat of the
Union for the Mediterranean, to visit its premises in Portoroz, to meet its staff
members and to learn more about its daily functioning and developed pro-
grammes.

From her side, Ms. Jové, who is working in the Division of Higher Education
and Research, currently headed by Prof. llan Chet, delivered a lecture about
the aims, the creation and the evolution of the Union for the Mediterranean
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and, particularly, about establishment of the Secretariat located in Barcelona.
She clarified its structure according to the six UfM priority areas and explained
its central mission based in the identification, promotion and coordination of
regional, sub-regional and transnational projects within the UfM countries.

Furthermore, she gave details about the submission of several concrete projects,
such as the Desalination Facility for the Gaza Strip recently approved by the
Seniors Officials Meeting, stressing the Master and PhD study programmes,
which are nowadays promoted by EMUNI together with the Higher Education
and Research Division.

Successful completion of the first international summer school: “Books as
knowledge transmission tool: gender literature and history observed from the
sea in the Mediterranean area”

Catania, Italy, 25 July

The University of Catania took part in the EMUNI call for the second edi-
tion of the EMUNI Research Souk on the topic “Living together in a multi-
cultural society”. The specific theme chosen was Literature as one of the most
important elements in order to reach a mutual cultural exchange among the
Mediterranean countries, which are geographically near but far apart from an
intellectual point of view. Therefore ‘dialogue’ is a key word in order to assure
a real cultural development and overcome the gender and national frontiers in
a multicultural society.

The title of the International Summer school was “Books as knowledge trans-
mission tool: gender literature and history observed from the sea in the Medi-
terranean area”.

Eighteen students from Tunisia and Italy took part in the two weeks of lectures,
round tables and social activities, benefiting both, academically and culturally.
The lectures and round tables were held by fourteen professors from France,
Portugal, Italy, Morocco, Algeria, Egypt, Tunisia and Palestine. After an initial
analysis of the historical evolution of the Mediterranean Basin, the focus was
on the intercultural dialogue in the Mediterranean area, examining also the
political and economic relations among the various countries.

The first round table’s focus was on ‘Global History’ and the relevant topic was
the Mediterranean literature, the second one on ‘Gender Literature’ analyzed
the feminine point of view. The students were involved in all the activities in a
dynamic way and worked in teams.
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4.6 August 2011

Visit to the University of Haifa, Israel
Haifa, Israel, 2 August

The President of EMUNI had an intensive trip to Israel between the 26th and
30th of July to discuss bilateral issues between EMUNI and one of the founder
members of EMUNI, the University of Haifa. During his visit President Mifsud
had the opportunity of meeting with Aaran Ben-Ze-Ev, his host, the Rector
David Faraggi, a senate member of EMUNI, and the Vice President of Haifa
University, Prof. Batia Laufer.

The meetings were also attended by Prof. Juan Maria Vazquez Rojas, a mem-
ber of the Study Affairs Commission of EMUNI and Vice President of the Uni-
versity of Murcia. Together they had meetings at the School of Marine Sciences,
the Department of Neurobiology and Ethology, the Leon H. Charney School of
Marine Sciences.

Further meetings were also held with Prof. Avram Ben Zvi, Head of the Execu-
tive Programme for Negotiations and Decision Making, Prof. Eran Vigoda Gadt,
Head of School of Political Sciences, Prof. Benny Miller, Division of Interna-
tional Relations.

In Israel, the President of EMUNI and the Rector of the University of Haifa
also presented certificates to the participants of the Underwater Geoarcheology
School, taking place in Caeserea, under the leadership of Dr. Beverly Goodman.
Other important meetings were organised with the Graduate School of Creative
Arts therapies at the Hechts Arts Centre and in the center for learning disabili-
ties programme.

President Mifsud and Prof. Vazquez also met with Mr. Yona Yahav, the Mayor of
Haifa, who is also a key member of ARLEM, to which EMUNI acts as a keynote
partner. A possibility of an EMUNI site in Israel was discussed with both the
Mayor and Prof. Faraggi.

Amongst the initiatives taken during this visit were those on the idea of joint
degrees and also of setting up a course in Regional Diplomacy in Haifa. EMUNI
also subscribed to the Centre of Excellence, which the University of Haifa is
setting up in the Galilee.
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EMUNI in the 1st Middle East Friendship Camp in Greece
Thessaloniki, Greece, 10 - 20 August

EMUNI participated in the 1st Middle East Friendship Camp from 10 to 20
of August organized by Aristotle University in Thessaloniki, Greece. 68 stu-
dents from the Mediterranean countries (Tunisia, Iraq, Turkey, Spain, Israel and
Greece) had the opportunity to meet, share ideas and engage in workshops
with the aim of creating and presenting a thematic projects in Arts and Sci-
ences. Each university was represented by 8 students and accompanied by one
faculty member. All groups took part in the following workshops: Architecture,
Fine Arts, Archeology, Environmental Sciences and Political Sciences. Prof. Dr
Touhami Abdouli represented EMUNI and supervised the students team.

Meeting at the Parliament of Malta on EuroMed Relations
Malta, 24 August

A meeting was held at the Parliament in Malta between Hon. Michael Frendo,
speaker of the House of Representatives of Malta, Gianni Pittella, the First Vice
President of the EU Parliament, Joseph Mifsud, President of EMUNI, and Dr.
Julian Vassallo, Head of the EU Parliament Office in Valletta. The themes of
discussion centred on the Arab Spring, the evolving situation in Libya and a
number of initiatives that can be taken by the three institutions together in ca-
pacity building and the democratic reconstruction of Mediterranean societies.
The President of EMUNI offered the support of academic institutions for the
immediate inclusion of Libyan academics and institutions in the rebuilding of
countries after the Arab Spring. Other themes developed focused on seminars
and courses to be offered by EMUNI in 2012.
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September 2011

2nd UNAOC Summer School: Bridging Hearts, Opening Minds and Doing
Things Together
Lisbon, Portugal, 28 August - 3 September

The 2nd Summer School of the United Nations Alliance of Civilizations was
held at the University of Lisbon between 28 August and 3 September. About
100 young people from 43 countries, such as Afghanistan, USA, Spain, Bul-
garia, Egypt, India, Israel and Peru, attended a week-long course. The partici-
pants were mostly students, representatives or members of youth organizations
and young people engaged in community, social, civic or political activities.
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The Summer School provided the participants with knowledge in the strength-
ening of individual and organisational capacities and skills for youth partici-
pation in intercultural dialogue and cooperation and youth leadership in pro-
moting peace and defusing tensions, acquaintance with the framework of the
UNAOC initiative, and reinforcement of the possibilities for co-operation and
dialogue between societies of the UNAOC member countries. The course also
represented a practical follow-up and the implementation of some of the out-
comes of the Forums of the AOC held in 2008, 2009 and 2010, in particular
of its Youth Programming. It aimed to facilitate the development of concrete
projects contributing to the objectives of the UNAOC.

President Joseph Mifsud was a speaker in a discussion entitled “The role of
education in shaping the leaders of the future”. He also awarded the certifi-
cates in the closing ceremony. Several other issues, such as further cooperation
and involvement of EMUNI in future projects, were also discussed.

Portoroz, Slovenia, 6 September

The EMUNI University hosted Ms. Maria Civarella, an officer from the Depart-
ment of International Relations at the University of Foggia (ltaly) under the
Erasmus Mobility programme. During Ms. Civarella’s visit several inter depart-
ment meetings have been held at EMUNI premises. Ms. Civarella presented
the University of Foggia and introduced possibilities for cooperation between
the universities.

The University of Foggia has been established in 1999. The University is man-
aged by Rector Prof. Giuliano Volpe, together with the Academic Senate and
the Board of Administration. Despite being the youngest university in Italy, it
consists of 6 Faculties and 12 Departments, such as the Faculty of Agriculture,
Medicine and Surgery, Economics, Law, Humanities, Science of Education.

Braga, Portugal, 9 - 11 September

The President of EMUNI participated in the XVII General Council of the Com-
postela Group, which was held at the University of Minho. During this general
conference, EMUNI was admitted as a full member at the meeting of the Gen-
eral Council. EMUNI was given the platform during the meeting to explain vari-
ous activities, in which it is involved. In particular a presentation was made of
the EMUNI ENPI project to all delegates present for the conference. A specific
session was also held on EMUNI — Compostela’s Group of Universities joint
collaboration in the Mediterranean. At the seminar, held during the General
Assembly, two specific presentations were made on ‘Quality Assessment and
Quality Enhancement’ by Prof. Alberto Manuel Castro Amaral, Director of the
Centre for Research in Higher Educational Policies of Portugal, and on Cost
Efficiency and Quality assurance by Prof. Ron Tuninga, Honorary Chair Faculty
Assessors at the AMBA. During the conference the President of EMUNI had
the opportunity to discuss bilateral projects with the Rectors and Vice Rectors
of the University of Minho, the University of Santiago de Compostela, the Uni-
versity of Oulu, Finland, where the next CGU meeting will be organised. Other
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meetings were held with University representatives of Cadiz, Poznan, Karlstadt,
and other EU Universities, interested in joining EMUNI.

This year the Compostela Prize was awarded to Mrs. Neelie Kroes, Vice Presi-
dent of the EU Commission and European Digital Agenda Commissioner.
Rector Maurits Van Rooijen of Nyenrode University was elected for the second
term as president of the Compostela Group.

EMUNI Postgraduate Programme approved by the UfM and formally given UfM
Label
Barcelona, Spain, 14 — 15 September

During the Union for the Mediterranean Senior Officials' meeting which rep-
resents formally the 43 member states of the Union, together with other rep-
resentatives, such as those coming from the European Commission, ARLEM,
the European Investment Bank and others, Prof. llan Chet, Deputy Secretary
General of the Union for the Mediterranean in charge of Higher Education,
Science and Technology, with the support of the President of EMUNI, Joseph
Mifsud, presented the agreed agenda of EMUNI projects after the EMUNI Sen-
ate held in Barcellona earlier this year. EMUNI Master Programmes and Ph.D.
Programmes were approved as UfM official projects after an intensive debate
amongst the SOM representatives.

Secretary General of the UfM, Youssef Amrani and the senior Deputy Secretary
General, Lino Caldarelli took a strong supporting position alongside the Presi-
dent of EMUNI and Prof. llan Chet. This support also came from a number
of UfM countries such as Jordan, Tunisia, Croatia, the Netherlands, Turkey,
Finland, Israel, Spain and of course, the EMUNI host country, Slovenia. Par-
ticular support was also given by the outgoing EU Presidency of Hungary and
the current EU Presidency of Poland who referred to having checked with their
Ministries of Higher Education who fully support EMUNI in its quests and its
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objectives. The Rectors' Conference of Poland has specifically requested a pres-
entation on these objectives during its annual meeting to be held in Poznan (at
the site of one of the EMUNI members of Senate).

With the UfM label, EMUNI with the support of Prof. Chet, the European Par-
liament and the partner institutions will also be looking for National and cor-
porate financing to fulfil its academic and student obligations. Monitoring of
the projects will take place every semester to discuss progress and challenges
to the awarding of the label.

EMUNI would like to thank everybody for its support to this great achievement,
as the University which has launched its first programme in aid of the changes
taking place both within Europe and beyond in the sphere of the Union for the
Mediterranean.

International Forum on Democratic Transitions and Constitutional Processes in
the Arab World
Rabat, Morocco, 16 — 17 September

EMUNI was invited to partecipate in the forum organised by the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and Development of the Kingdom of Morocco to discuss demo-
cratic transitions and constitutional processes. Around one hundred partici-
pants coming from Libya, Portugal Morocco, the EU Parliament, France, Tuni-
sia, Spain, Jordan, Germany, the USA, Hungary, Mauritania and Austria.
Speakers included Mr. Taib Fassi Fihri, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Coopera-
tion of the Kingdom of Morocco, Mr. Bernardino Leon, EU Special Representa-
tive for the Southern Mediterranean Region, Mr. Louiz Amado, former Foreign
Minister of Portugal, and Mr. Gilles Pargneaux, Member of the EU Parliament.
A particular strong presentation was made by the Libyan academic, Fouzia
Salem EI Ghait on development and reform.

The think tank event discussed various issues ranging from security to consti-
tutional reforms. Debate also centred around higher education, science and
technology. EMUNI had a number of meetings on the margins of the confer-
ence with the delegations from Tunisia, Jordan and from the National Transi-
tion Council of Libya. Present for the meeting was also the Secretary General
of the Union for the Mediterranean, Youssef Amrani who shared his vision of
how human development should be at the basis of all reform within the ‘Arab
Spring' concept.
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Various journalists from around the Arab World were present for the event, who
also took the opinion of EMUNI on the current situation and the challenges
present for a young and evolving IT literate student population.

Le Monde, in its International section, on the 20th September (page 7) carried
a full report on the event authored by Isabelle Mandraud with the title: A deux
mois des legislatives, le Maroc se pose en ‘modele' pur le monde arabe'.

Present and Future of the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership
Bari, Italy, 20 — 25 September

Festa Nazionale dell'Economia e del Lavoro - Mediterraneo: Mare di svilippo
per il lavoro, per la crescita

The President of EMUNI, Joseph Mifsud participated in this well attended open
air event in Bari together with Prof. Virgilio Dastoli, (President of the council
of the Italian European Movement, Dr. Cosimo Lacirignola, the director of the
Agronomic Institute of the Mediterranean (Ciheam), with Giacomo Filibeck,
International Secretary of the Democratic Party in Italy and in Europe. The
debate was chaired by Prof. Patrizia Calafato of the University of Bari, another
partner member of EMUNI.

The debate centred around initiatives that European member states can take
within the Euro-Med region and on the role that EMUNi and the proposal of
an ‘Erasmus' style programme can have on the north-south, south-north and
south-south mobility that can be constructed.

The speakers in particular focused on the role that Emuni can have in this field.
A special presentation of the ENPI project was made during this event, with
details of how students, academics, institutions and corporate partners can be
involved in the strategic mission of EMUNI within the UfM.
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EMUNI at the CAMPUS MARE NOSTRUM Official Academic Year Opening
Cartagena, Spain, 22 September

Prof. Josef Mifsud, President of EMUNI, took part in the 2011 official aca-
demic year opening event at Campus Mare Nostrum. This ceremony opens
the academic year for the two public universities in the Region of Murcia: the
Polytechnic University of Cartagena and the University of Murcia. The event
was attended by 600 + guests and was chaired by Mr. Ramén Luis Valcarcel,
President of the Regional Government of Murcia.

The event featured an inaugural lecture given by Mr. Edelmiro Rla Alvarez
entitled Civil Engineering: past and future. Mr. Rla Avarez is the President of
the Spanish Board of Practising Civil Engineers. The Rectors of the University of
Murcia, Prof. José Antonio Cobacho, and the Polytechnic University of Cartage-
na, which hosted the event, Prof. Félix Faura, took the floor and went through
some of the achievements of the past academic year and the challenges for the
new 2011-2012 year.
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Researchers' Night 2011: Science Dissemination Target the Youth
Murcia, Spain, 23 September

The Researchers' night took place September 23 at the Cuartel de Artilleria de
Murcia, a former army headquarters downtown, now premises of the University
of Murcia.

The Researchers' Night is a Europe-wide event bringing together the public at
large and researchers once a year on the fourth Friday of September. This year
it took place in over 800 venues of 320 European cities in 32 countries.

This year CAMPUS MARE NOSTRUM held a wide array of events, includ-
ing workshops, science projects and interactive exhibitions. EMUNI played an
important role in this event by disseminating information on its activities and
fostering an in-depth understanding of Higher Education across the Mediter-
ranean. At the event EMUNI was represented by Denis Curéi¢ who had the op-
portunity to present the range of actions that EMUNI has been implementing.

Virtual Campus with University of Murcia
In 2012 EMUNI University plans to create a virtual campus between Uni-
versity of Murcia and EMUNI, which will in one spot connect students and
universities to different resources online.

Euro-Mediterranean University






dS.

EMUNI FOUNDATION

The Euro-Mediterranean University
Foundation - EMUNI Foundation
seeks financial and wider
international support for the EMUNI
University. Established in August
2008, it raises financial resources
for the development and operation of
the EMUNI University and supports
the university by promoting it in the
international community.



158

Report 2011

EMUNI Foundation was founded in 2008 with a main objective to obtain funds
for the operation of the EMUNI University, alongside the aim of promoting dia-
logues on art, society, and politics in the Euro-Mediterranean region.

/r,'lTl Foundation
\\&/) EMUNI

EMUNI Foundation mainly provides support to the implementation of study
programmes and scholarships for students and seeks support for the EMUNI
project on the local and international level. Support for the Foundation was
received from the State of Kuwait and several companies based in Slovenia.

Between 2008-2011 the Foundation has provided an approximate amount of
500 000,00 EUR for the activities of the EMUNI University.

The Foundation is governed by the Management Board. It also has an Honor-
ary Board, currently composed of Tayyip Recep Erdogan, the Prime Minister of
Turkey, Hans Gert Péttering, former President of the European Parliament and
Mr Amre Moussa, the former Secretary General of the Arab League.

In the academic year 2010/2011 EMUNI Foundation finances the develop-
ment of new EMUNI University study programmes, EMUNI “label” study pro-
grammes and supports the mobility of students and professors in the Euro-
Mediterranean within the EMUNI Summer School courses.

EMUNI Foundation projects

EMUNI Talks

In 2010 EMUNI Foundation started with the organisation of EMUNI Talks, a
series of lectures and conferences on the most pertinent topics in the region.
The series aims to offer a space for discussing the social, political and cultural
concerns that affect the different communities and states in this region.

(75}

EMUNI Talks
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Co-Chair: Prof. Dr. Ugur Erdener
Co-Chair: Prof. Dr. Ahmed Noureddine Helal

179 Institutions from 38 countries

Academy of Scientific Research and Technology, ASRT, Egypt
ACAM- Association pour la culture et les arts méditerraneans, Tunisia
Adam Mickiewicz University, Poland

Al Akhawayn University in Ifrane, Morocco

Al al-Bayt University, Jordan

Al-Azhar University, Palestinian Authority

Al-Balga Applied University, Jordan

Alexandria University, Egypt

Al-Manar University, Lebanon

Al-Quds University, Palestinian Authority

Andrassy Gyula German Speaking University, Hungary

An-Najah National University, Palestinian Authority

Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Greece

Beirut Arab University, Lebanon

Ben Gurion University of the Negev, Israel

Birzeit University, Palestinian Authority

CEEUN - Transition Studies World Research Network, Italy

CESMO - Center for Middle-Estern Strategic Studies , Lebanon

CMU - Community of Mediterranean Universities, Italy

College of Enterprise and Administration, Poland

College of Nursing Jesenice, Slovenia

Compostela Group of Universities, Spain

Corvinus University of Budapest, Hungary

Gukurova University, Turkey

Cyprus University of Technology, Cyprus

Dimitrie Cantemir Christian University, Romania

Ege University, Turkey

ENSA - Ecole Nationale Supérieure d'Architecture (Ex.EPAU), Algeria
E6tvos Lorand University, Hungary

Erasmus Hogeschool Brussel, Belgium

ESU - European Students' Union, Belgium

EURASHE - European Association of Institutions in Higher Education, Belgium
Euro-Arabic Educational Network Zenith, France

European Forest Institute, Finland

European Forum at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Israel
European Institute of the Mediterranean, Spain

European University Cyprus, Cyprus

Faculty of Economics and Engineering Management (University Business
Academy), Serbia

Galilee International Management Institute, Israel

Geneva School of Diplomacy and International Relations, Switzerland
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"Gheorghe Asachi" Technical University of lasi, Romania

Goethe University Frankfurt, Germany

GSG - The Graduate School of Government and European Studies, Slovenia
Hacettepe University, Turkey

Hanze University Groningen, University of applied Sciences, Netherlands
Hashemite University, Jordan

Heliopolis University, Egypt

IEP - Institut d'études politiques de Lille , France

IMRI - Moroccan Institute for International Relations, Morocco

Institut d'études politiques d'Aix-en-Provence, France

Institute of Strategic Studies and International Affairs (IEEI), Portugal
Institute of the Middle East and Far East Studies, Poland

Interdepartmental Centre on Human Rights and the Rights of Peoples (Uni-
versity of Padua), Italy

International School for Social and Business Studies, Slovenia

International Telematic University UNINETTUNO, ltaly

ISCTE - Lisbon University Institute , Portugal

Islamic University of Gaza, Palestinian Authority

ISM - International School of Management , Germany

ISSEA - Politecnico di studi aziendali, Universita' privata a distanza, Switzerland
Istanbul Technical University, Turkey

IULM - Libera Universita' di lingue e comunicazione, Italy

John Cabot University, Italy

Jordan University of Science and Technology - JUST, Jordan

Klaipeda University, Lithuania

Kore University of Enna, Italy

Lebanese International University, Lebanon

Manouba University, Tunisia

Maria Sklodowska-Curie University, Poland

Masaryk University, Czech Republic

Mediterranean University of Albania, Albania

MED-NET (The Mediterranean Network of Student Representatives), Malta
Middle East Technical University , Turkey

Modern University for Business & Science (M.U.B.S.), Lebanon

MOPS - Mediterranean Organization for Promotion and Science, Norway
Moulay Ismail University in Mekness, Morocco

MRP- Mediterranean Renaissance Program (IGU- International Geographical
Union), Italy

Mykolas Romeris University, Lithuania

North-South Centre of the Council of Europe, Portugal

Notre Dame University - Louaize, Lebanon

Nyenrode Business Universiteit, Netherlands

Odysseus Academic Network, Belgium

Open University of Catalonia, Spain

Ovidius University of Constanta, Romania

Palacky University in Olomouc, Czech Republic

Peace Institute, Slovenia

PEACE Programme (Programme for Palestinian European Academic Coop-
eration in Education), France
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* Petre Andrei University of lasi, Romania

* Pharos University in Alexandria, Egypt

* Philadelphia University, Jordan

« Polytechnic University of Valencia (UPV), Spain

* Princess Sumaya University for Technology, Jordan

¢ RMEI (Réseau Méditerranéen des Ecoles d'Ingénieurs), France
* Roma Tre University, Italy

* Rovira i Virgili University, Spain

* Ruppin Academic Center, Israel

 Saint Joseph University, Lebanon

* SCE, Shamoon College of Engineering, Israel

¢ School of Advanced Studies in Nova Gorica, Slovenia
¢ Scientific Research Centre - SASA, Slovenia

e SEDEIC Consortium, Malta

» Senghor Univeristy, Egypt

* SISSA - International School for Advanced Studies, ltaly
» Sofia University St. Kliment Ohridski, Bulgaria
 State University of Novi Pazar, Serbia

* Tampere University of Applied Sciences, Finland

e UHI Millennium Institute, Uk

¢ ULB- Université Libre De Bruxelles, Belgium

* UNIMED - Mediterranean Universities Union, Italy
 Univeristy Institute of European Studies, Spain

« Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona, Spain

¢ Université d'Avignon et des Pays de Vaucluse, France
¢ Université de la Méditerranée-Aix Marseille-11, France
 Université de Nice Sophia Antipolis, France

¢ Université de Perpignan Via Domitia (UPVD), France
¢ Université de Poitiers, France

* Université Montpellier |, France

¢ Université Paris 8 Vincennés-Saint-Dénis, France

¢ Université Paris-Est, France

¢ Université Paul Cézanne - Aix - Marseille 3, France
 University Cadi Ayyad, Morocco

* University Center for Euro-Mediterranean Studies (Center EMUNI), Slovenia
* University Fernando Pessoa, Portugal

 University for foreigners of Perugia, Italy

 University Jean Monnet, Saint-Etienne, France

* University Mediterranean Podgorica, Montenegro

« University of Abdelmalek Essaadi, Morocco
 University of Agricultural Sciences and Veterinary Medicine, Romania
 University of Aleppo, Syria

* University of Aveiro, Portugal

* University of Cadiz, Spain

 University of Calabria, Italy

 University of Catania, Italy

* University of Coimbra, Portugal

 University of Cyprus, Cyprus
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 University of East Anglia, United Kingdom
 University of Foggia, Italy

* University of Gabés , Tunisia

 University of Genoa, Italy

 University of Girona, Spain

 University of Graz, Austria

* University of Haifa, Israel

* University of Kavala, Institute of Technology, Greece
* University of Lisbon, Portugal

* University of Maribor , Slovenia

* University of Mohammed V - Agdal - Rabat, Morocco
 University of Montenegro, Montenegro

 University of Murcia, Spain

 University of Naples "L'Orientale", Italy

* University of Nicosia, Cyprus

* University of Nova Gorica, Slovenia

 University of Palermo, Italy

* University of Pannonia, Hungary

 University of Pavia, Italy

* University of Pécs, Hungary

 University of Perugia, Italy

* University of Porto, Portugal

« University of PresSov, Slovak Republic

* University of Primorska, Slovenia

* University of Rome "Tor Vergata" (Program SGS-School of Global Studies), Italy
 University of Salerno - Faculty of Political Science, ltaly
* University of Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina

* University of Sousse, Tunisia

* University of Szczecin, Poland

* University of Szeged, Hungary

* University of Teramo, ltaly

 University of the Aegean, Greece

* University of the Algarve, Portugal

* University of Trieste, Italy

 University of Tunis, Tunisia

 University of Udine, Italy

* University of Urbino "Carlo Bo", Italy

* University of Westminster, Uk

* University of Zadar, Croatia

 University Sidi Mohamed Ben Abdellah , Morocco
* Virtual University of Tunis, Tunisia

* Wadi International University, Syria

» Western Galilee College, Israel

» Zefat Academic College, Israel

 Zrinyi Miklos National Defence University, Hungary
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